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ALIEN COUNTRY 


UFO watchtower provides a 
platform for true believers 


Judy Messoiine, left, and her partner, Stan Becker, stand outside the Rift 
shop on their Colorado ranch where they have built a 10-foot-high 
UFO-watching platform. Messoiine, an “X-Files" fan, has seen strange 
lights in the sky. 


By JUDITH KOHLER 

Associated Press 

H OOPER, Colo. — "I want to believe.” It’s 
the message plastered on the office wall 
of UFO-hunting FBI agent Fox Mulder in 
TV’s “The X-Files." It also could be Judy 
Messoline’s personal mantra. 

She wants to believe, like the people who visit 
her San Luis Valley ranch in search of the myste¬ 
rious lights and other-worldly craft, rumored for 
decades in the area. 

Messoiine, a big fan of "The X-Files," admits 
having seen strange lights in the sky. As for be¬ 
lieving in UFOs, she said: “It would take one land¬ 
ing so I could take a look.” 

Messoiine, 55, and partner Stan Becker have 
built a 10-foot-high UFO-watching platform on 


their 620-acre ranch near Hooper, a town of 
about 120 residents 220 miles southwest of Den¬ 
ver. 

They charge $2 admission and rent binoculars 
for the faithful and the curious to watch the skies. 
The ranch also offers rustic campsites and a 
domed gift shop stocked with “alien dust,” post¬ 
ers, big-eyed, shiny extraterrestrial dolls and pyra¬ 
mid candles. 

Stories of supernatural phenomena abound in 
this naturally spectacular 50-mile-wide, 125-mile- 
long valley, which is 7,600 feet in altitude and 
ringed by the San Juan and Sangre de Cristo 
mountains. 

Messoline’s watchtower gives a view of the 
Great Sand Dunes National Monument with its 


SUBURBAN TRENDS, Butler, NJ - Oct. 29, 2000 

Lights over the Wanaque 


If you thought unexplained phe¬ 
nomena occurred only in places like 
Roswell, New Mexico and on the set 
of "The X-Ftles,” the story I’m about 
to tell you might change your mind. 
Thirty-four years ago, beginning on a 
crispy cold January night, some area 
residents saw something in the sky 
over Wanaque Reservoir. 

Just after 6:30 p.m. on that Tues¬ 
day evening, the local police began 
receiving reports of a - glowing light, 
possibly a fire - hovering in the air 
over the water. Other witnesses were 
less coy about what they thought they 
had seen. Wanaque Patrol Officer 
Joseph Cisco remembers the broad¬ 
cast on his police radio stating that, 
"People in Oakland, Ringwood, Pa¬ 
terson, Totowa and Butler claim 
there’s a flying saucer over the 
Wanaque." At that point, Cisco 
headed to a sandpit near the Ray¬ 
mond Dam to get a better look at 
what was going on. 

Once there, he saw a light that 
looked bigger than any of the stars... 
It was a pulsating white stationary 
light changing to red. It stayed in the 
air. There was no noise. Several other 
prominent citizens joined Cisco in 
the sandpit, including (then) Mayor 
Harry Wolfe and his 14-year-old son 
Billy, who told reporters the next day 
about the oddly gliding object that 
did not flicker and changed colors 
from white to red to green and back 
again. The Mayor described what he 
saw as oval in shape, and estimated it 
to be between two and nine feet in di¬ 
ameter. 

Not surprisingly, around this time 
the police radios began to jam up and 
people began appearing around the 
edge of the reservoir. Traffic gummed 
up Ringwood Avenue and the police 
had to close the main gate of the 
reservoir to keep the curious onlook- 


My 

Word 


By Holly Ennist Stewart 

ers to a minimum. Of course, by then, 
it was already too late. 

Just when it seemed that strange 
evening couldn’t get any weirder, it 
did. The UFO suddenly emitted a 
beam of light, which pierced the ice 
on the reservoir. Our eyewitnesses 
climbed up on top of the dam to ex¬ 
amine what was happening; Town 
Councilman Warren Hagstrom re¬ 
called that, “it looked like a heli¬ 
copter with big landing lights on... 
but we didn’t hear a motor." They 
stood watching the object do whatev¬ 
er it was doing for nearly a half-hour 
before it suddenly retrieved the light 
beam and took off to the southeast. It 
was seen again hovering briefly over 
Lakeland Regional High School and 
then again over the Houdaille sandpit 
in Haskell where volunteer firemen 
were burning Christmas trees. After 
that, it headed toward the Pines Lake 
section of Wayne. 

The next morning at 4 a.m., Cisco 
again saw the object flying north to 
south over the town of Wyckoff. He 
and Sgt. David Sisco took turns look¬ 
ing at it through binoculars. When he 
got home that morning, his wife told 
him she had seen it, too. Later that 
night, Sgt. Sisco and former Wanaque 
policeman Charles Theodora went 
atop the Raymond Dam to witness 
the light yet again. Theodora, who 
had previously thought UFOs were 
“a lot of bull," described seeing “a 
cylinder" that was “moving back and 


forth in a rocking chair motion,” 
before it shot straight up into the 
night and became just aqpther light in 
the sky. 

Shortly after these events took 
place, radar was installed on top of 
the dam. Spring and summer came 
and went without further incident, 
until the night o Oct. 10, when the 
lights returned. Sgt. Ben Thompson 
watched the object from a spot on 
West Brook Road: “It was doing 
tricks, making acute angular turns in¬ 
stead of gradual curved ones. It didn’t 
make much noise, but as it was 
moving, it raised the water beneath 
it.” When Thompson turned on his 
cherries to prevent a collision be¬ 
tween the cars that were gathering to 
witness this latest occurrence, the 
object sped away over the water and 
disappeared, as though “it had gone 
right into the mountain.” 

There have been lesser sightings 
over the Wanaque both before and 
after the events I’ve described here, 
but there has never been a satisfacto¬ 
ry explanation for them. One nutty 
offering came from Robert Jones, 
whose Byram-based organization 
Vestigia stated in 1979 that the lights 
were the product of seismic pressure 
from the nearby Ramapo fault. Jones 
claimed that an electrical field creat¬ 
ed underground in quartz rock will 
ionize air particles exposed to this 
field and the result is a glowing 
sphere of light. The Army, mean¬ 
while, tried to pass off the phenome¬ 
na as helicopters or “swamp gas.” 
Yeah, okay. 

Just maybe this Tuesday night, as 
you’re trick-or-treating in the chilly 
autumn air, you’ll see something that 
you can’t explain. Keep your chin up 
and your eyes wide, however, be¬ 
cause it’s a big sky up there, especial¬ 
ly over the Wanaque. 


750-foot-tall dunes. The book “The 
Mysterious Valley," by Christopher 
O'Brien, examines reports through 
the years of cattle mutilations, mys¬ 
terious helicopters and oddly 
shaped aircraft hovering over the 
iSan Luis Valley. 

O’Brien, who lives In the tiny val¬ 
ley town of Crestone, said his 1993 
stories about unexplained phenom¬ 
ena in a local paper inspired nor¬ 
mally reticent residents of the 
ranching and farming area to tell 
him about their experiences. 

Messoiine got the idea to build 
the watchtower after putting up 
with ET enthusiasts camping on 
her property. She also needed to 
make some money because cattle 
ranching, which drew her to the 
valley five years ago, was founder¬ 
ing. 

The green, glow-ln-the-dark ET 
cutouts that point the way to the 
lookout tower attest to Messoline’s 
sense of humor. So does the big 
chunk of land she and Becker 
roped off as designated UFO park¬ 
ing. 

The watchtower opened for busi¬ 
ness Memorial Day weekend. Beck¬ 
er and Messoiine, who live In a log 
house on their spread, planned to 
keep it open Fridays and Saturdays 
during the fall because business 
has been so good. A steady stream 
of visitors, including some tour 
groups, kept them busy last sum¬ 
mer. 

“It really did work out okey-dok- 
ey,” said Messoiine, who is delight¬ 
ed by the fascination with UFOs — 
unidentified flying objects. 

People who read articles about 
the watchtower or heard radio re¬ 
ports in other parts of the country 
visited out of curiosity. 

For others, it has been a stop on 
a circuit that included Roswell, 
N.M., scene of an alleged UFO 
crash In 1947 and the site of the an¬ 
nual UFO Encounter, which draws 
tens of thousands of people. 

”1 didn't realize I could work 11 
hours a day, seven days a week and 
giggle the whole time," Messoiine 
said. 

For some, though, it is no laugh¬ 
ing matter. Messoiine has recorded 
hours of conversations with people 
seeking a place to tell their tales of 
extraterrestrial encounters without 
fear of ridicule. 


Messoline’s UFO watchtower is 
another outlet. 

“A lot of residents In the valley 
say, 'We know we can come here 
and discuss It. If you tell anybody 
around town, they think you're cra¬ 
zy,’ ” she said. 

Saguache County Undersheriff 
Mike Norris said his office doesn't 
get frequent reports about mysteri¬ 
ous lights or crafts. “But people talk 
and it gets out," he said. 

Norris has seen people stake out 
parts of the valley for hours, wait¬ 
ing for a glimpse of something sen¬ 
sational. In 1967, the sensation was 
the death of Snippy the horse. 

As recounted in O'Brien’s book, 
the horse, whose real name was 
Lady, was found stripped of part of 
Its flesh, drained of fluids and with 
its hindquarters removed. 

O’Brien said the carcass was 
found about the same time UFOs 
were reported In the area and the 
incident became part of the lore 
surrounding other strange deaths 
of animals. 

Candace Knowlan, who owns a 
shop in Hooper, has seen strange 
things in the sky since moving to 
the San Luis Valley six years ago. 
She’s not sure if the area is a mag¬ 
net for extraterrestrials or if city 
dwellers are blind to other-wordly 
visions because of bright lights at 
night and busy lives. 

“I’m not egotistical enough to 
think that In this entire cosmos 
we’re the only intelligent life to be 
created," Knowlan said as she used 
binoculars to scan the wide, dark 
sky from the watchtower platform. 
“If nothing else, you get to stand 
here and look at all the stars.” 
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A Man Named Wille — Wanamingo | 
man featured in British magazine | 


By Sara Carlson 

WANAMINGO — Many people 
in the area may not necessarily know 
Les Wille by name, but mention the 
place in Wanamingo with all the sat¬ 
ellite dishes and everyone knows who 
you’re talking about But according 

to Wille, everyone in England is fa¬ 
miliar with turn. All because of a 
video tape. 

Wille is an amateur astronomer 
and enjoys watching the skies. In the 
summer of 1997, the video be shot of 
a tornado passing very close to the 
city of Wanamingo was aired on Twin 
Cities news broadcasts, as well as on 
a national cabl4 weather channel. But 
this is not the video that has made 
him famous abroad. 

In May 1997 Wille, who at that 
time had only four satellite dishes in 
his back yard, picked up transmis¬ 
sions from NASA of the docking and 
undocking of STS-84 and the orbit¬ 
ing Mir space station. These trans¬ 
missions were recorded, and he was 
later amazed to discover that the re¬ 
cordings contained numerous irregu¬ 
lar objects passing close to and be¬ 
yond the Mir space station. Later, a 
“fleet” of sphere-like objects crosses 
the screen in an extraordinary dis¬ 
play of what he deems to be “intelli¬ 
gently controlled maneuvers.” 

The NASA channel from which 
Wille recorded the footage was open 
to the public until shortly after the 
incident with the Mir space station. 
Wille received the direct feed that is 
transmitted to Houston during all the 
shuttle missions and stayed up late at 
night for weeks to record images from 
STS-84, STS-94, STS-85 and STS- 
86. After these particular space shuttle 
missions, NASA announced there 
would be no more public feed due to 
“technical difficulties.” 

Wille believes that NASA has 



The cover of The Unopened Files, 
a magazine published In England 
which included an article about a 
tape made by Les Wille. The 
magazine was offering copies of 
the Mir space station tape to Ks 
readers for them to see for 
themselves and make up their own 
minds concerning the strange 
objects on the video. 



Numerous satellite dishes enable Wille to pick up broadcasts from 
around the world, including direct feed from space via the NASA channel. 


something to hide; they insist that his 
footage shows nothing that can’t be 
explained. He believes that the ob¬ 
jects seen are “controlled craft” manu¬ 
factured "by our own scientists or by 
something unearthly," perhaps genu¬ 
ine UFOs. 

He feels that NASA would be 
acutely embarrassed if these images 
were broadcast by major television 
news networks, possibly causing po¬ 
litical turmoil. 

Wille tried to attract the attention 
of scientists and media in the United 
States, even showing it to represen¬ 
tatives from KSTP-Channel 5 when 
they came to his home to view his 
tornado video. Everyone seemed to 
want to explain the objects away, say¬ 
ing that they are just ice chunia and 
advising him to forget about it. 

Wille felt the video was too im¬ 
portant to let go, and continued to 
contact people through the Internet, 
going as far as writing a letter to the 
television show “Sightings.” 

He contacted a woman in Florida 
who was interested in his footage. In 
the fall of 1998 he mailed a copy of 
the tape, including a self-narrated in¬ 
troduction to her. This woman sent 
the tape to a scientist in Enaland. 
who was very interested, and defi¬ 
nitely believed the objects on the tap>e 
were not ice chunks. 

The editors of the magazine 77te 
Unopened Files also viewed the tape 


and published an article along with 
numerous pictures taken from the 
video in the spring 1999 edition. 

What Wille and others have seen 
on the tape of the STS-84 undocking 
is pulsating lights coming towards 
the Mir station in groups; two come 
up, two more come behind it, they 
pass the two at the bottom then they 
go past the Mir space station. 

A group of three come up and the 
one in the centre comes across and 
stops, “which looks like its right un¬ 
derneath the Mir space station and 
then goes up ... between the two so¬ 
lar-array panels.” 

Wille says he's shown the tape to 
people who absolutely refuse to be¬ 
lieve that these could be genuine alien 
spacecraft, who have ccxne to the 
conclusion, after seeing the tap>e, that 
the objects could p»ssibly be uniden¬ 
tified flying objects of unknown ori¬ 
gin. They are convinced that NASA 
is lying and that the tape shows some¬ 
thing very significant 

What Wille wants is for NASA to 
tell the truth. But to quote the article 
in The Unopened Files, “It’s difficult 
to form any considered judgement so 
long as NAS A refuses to issue a state¬ 
ment which may shed light on the 
matter. Could NASA’s silence be in 
part due to the fact that they dare not 
acknowledge the existence of the foa- 
age itself?” 
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Black world planes fly dark skies 



Secret aircraft unveiling 


rumored to be imminent 


EDITOR’S NOTE: The fifth install¬ 
ment in a weeklong series. 

By DENNIS ANDERSON 

Valley Press Editor 

PALMDALE — Along with the 
much photographed, sleek F-15 Eagles 
and F-16 Fighting Falcon* blasting 
over Edwards Air Force Base, there 
are beyond-Tbp Secret “black aircraft" 
swooping like stealthy ravens above 
the Antelope Valley. 

These planes criss-cro^s the dark 
skies of the Southwest on their way to 
perform missions too secret to tell 
about. 

The black world planes wing their 
way out toward remote regions of Ne¬ 
vada and other stations of the south¬ 
western states military complex, car¬ 
rying a half-century’s history of Cold 
War mystery into the 21st century. 

Recent murmurings in the black 
project community, along with the cur¬ 
rent November issue of the national 
magazine Popular Science, indicate 
that another mystery plane may mate- 
• rialize soon, with industry sources 
saying a bird could come out of the 
black by Election Day. 

Or it may never happen. 

That is just the way it goes with 
black world programs, known in Pen¬ 
tagon argot as Special Access Pro¬ 
grams. Such programs are overseen by 
a select few who keep a limited num¬ 
ber of members of Congress and their 
staff informed on program develop¬ 
ment in classified briefings. 

The November cover story of Popu¬ 
lar Science depicts a black world-style 
fighter-bomber nicknamed “Switch¬ 
blade” by pilots because of its switch¬ 
wing capability. 

Tne plane dubbed “Bird of Prey” by 
magazine writer Steve Douglass is de¬ 
scribed as a follow-on to the FB-111 
Aardvark switch-wing fighter-bomber 
of Vietnam vintage that bombed Liby¬ 
an strongman Moammar Khadafys 
palace in 1985. 

Existence of a plane like the one de¬ 
scribed in Popular Science was denied 
unequivocally by an Air Force official 


knowledgeable about cutting-edge 
programs. 

The official — with a flight 
test background — contended 
that the plane depicted in Pop¬ 
ular Science’s speculative illus¬ 
tration* defies certain engi¬ 
neering principles and aspects 
of “low observable," or stealth, 
technology. 

Members of the community 
who monitor 
developments 
in defense, 
however, cite his¬ 
torical precedents for de-classifica¬ 
tion of avert programs during elec¬ 
tion season, particularly*)? Demo¬ 
cratic administrations. 

During his election battle with the 
late Arizona Sen. Barry Goldwater, for¬ 
mer President Lyndon B. Johnson re¬ 
vealed the cutting-edge “Blackbird” 
spy plane as a means of showing his 
administration was not soft on defense. 

A similar occur¬ 
rence erupted 
during the 
campaign 
end game 
between 
Ronald 
and fori 

dent Jimmy Carter. 


Our Dark Skies series 

Antelope Valley residents watch the skies 
Mostly we are looking for anything fascinating 
that flies. We know that our Valley is crucible to 
the world's premier military aircraft — the U-2. 
the F-117 stealth fighter, the 8-2 stealth bomber 

Drawing from open source materials and pri¬ 
mary source interviews, the Valley Press oners a 
week's worth of stories that explores the land¬ 
scape of the fabled "black world" and beyond 
another extra tor Valley Press readers 


who lifted the veil of black secrecy 
for an announcement of the devel¬ 
opment of stealth technology air¬ 
craft. 

“There certainly is a historical 
precedent, in a close election where 
you have a Democrat with Republi¬ 
cans snapping at their heels," avia¬ 
tion writer Bill Sweetman said 
Wednesday in a telephone inter¬ 
view. 

Sweetman is author of seminal 
open source works on secret air¬ 
craft programs, including “Stealth 
Aircraft — Secrets of Future Air- 
power." 

Stealth unveiled 

Sweetman recounted how the 
announcement of the existence of 
stealth by the Carter administra¬ 
tion backfired politically, with Rea¬ 
gan forces accusing the Democrats 
of reveajing precious secrets to 
make political hay. 

“The Reagan team did that very 
well to Carter.... What political ad¬ 
vantage could you gain by unveil¬ 
ing (now) without it backfiring?” 
Sweetman said. He speculated the 
current administration could de¬ 
cide that a technology or aircraft is 
mature enough to place into opera¬ 
tional command, so it could be un¬ 
veiled the way former President 
George Bush decided to when he 
brought the F-117 stealth fighter 
out of the black more than a decade 
ago. 

Another defense watcher re¬ 
mained skeptical about an election 
year unveiling. 

“I’ve been waiting for a plane to 
come out of the black for 10 years," 
said John Pike of the Washington, 
D.C.-based Federation of American 
Scientists. “I am still waiting. I will 
believe it when I see it." 

Pike attributes his logic to de¬ 
duction rather than inside sources. 
But he said he doesn’t believe any 
classified aircraft program has cre¬ 
ated secret planes in sufficient 
numbers to deploy in squadron 
strength, like the F-117 fleet at 
Holloman Air Force Base, N.M. 

“There may be some onesies and 
twosies out there,” Pike said. “As 
for an operational deployment ... I 
just don’t believe it." 

Black plane watchers seeking 
the Holy Grail of secret aircraft still 
pine for a “white world’ view of a 
mysterious aircraft popularly 
known as Aurora, which has mutat¬ 
ed from a Defense Department line 
item notation to a myth. 


If it exists, or existed, Aurora is 
wrapped so tight within the cloak 
of secrecy that it remains in the 
black the same way that the F-117 
stealth fighter and B-2 stealth 
bomber remained long hidden from 
view. 

Such programs develop under 
the auspices of a kind of “shadow” 
Air Force, Sweetman said. 

In a recent article for Interna¬ 
tional Defense Review, the author 
noted that the Air Force $7.4 billion 
budget for classified procurement is 
more than a third of the sendee 
arm’s total budget. In fiscal year 
2001, Sweetman noted, the Air 
Force plans to spend $4.96 billion 
on classified research and develop¬ 
ment. 

That extraordinary amount of 
public funds is concealed within 
programs that American taxpayers 
must take on faith are well-run and 
well-maintained to the benefit of 
the security of the United States. 

If it exists, Aurora remains m the 
black, along with a range of as many 
as 150 covert programs that are ap¬ 
proved by the Department of De¬ 
fense at the secretary level, with 
varying levels of congressional over-, 
sight. 

Aurora footprints 

Aurora, reported through the 
1990s in publications ranging from 
the Washington Post to Aviation 
Week & Space Technology, was be¬ 
lieved to be a high-altitude spy 
plane with revolutionary propul¬ 
sion technology. 

The plane, subject of rare but un¬ 
acknowledged glimpsed sightings, 
was believed to be able to travel in 
the Mach-6 regime, leaving space 
shuttle-like sonic cracks in its 
wake. 

“Aurora was described as every¬ 
thing under the sun,” Pike ob¬ 
served. “It was every exotic, liigh- 


altitude technology imaginable.” 

Seven years ago, author Sweet¬ 
man published a book about Auro¬ 
ra, deducing that it was a hyper¬ 
sonic spy plane, a kind of follow-on 
to the Blackbird spy plane variants. 
Seven years later, with Aurora still 
elusive, Sweetman wonders. 

“I don't know,” he said. “It could 
have been. It was technically feasi¬ 
ble.” 

Sweetman also observed that 
some black programs exist behind 
a kind of fig leaf, a form of cover. 
He cited the white world develop¬ 
ment of the National Aerospace 
Plane project, curtailed in the ear¬ 
ly 1990s. Perhaps a cover for a co¬ 
vert program, it could be that such 
a project dropped from sight, van¬ 
ishing into the secret military 
realm. 

One characteristic of the Aurora 
footprints were space shuttle-type 
sonic booms, some actually record¬ 
ed by the U.S. Geological Service 
on the same inbound trajectory a 
space shuttle would achieve on its 
way to a landing at - Edwards Air 
Force Base. 

“There were those mysterious 
sonic boom reports,” Sweetman 
said. “And they continue.” 

And the sonic boom reports con¬ 
tinue periodically, he noted. His 
views, now, he said, are open to the 
idea that such a plane might be 
“high-supersonic” as opposed to hy¬ 
personic. 

Programs denied 

If a significant program is un¬ 
dergoing de-classification study as 
reported by Popular Science, it 
won’t be the first time that Air 
Force officials have denied it, or 
just said, “That isn’t the plane.” 

In an article for International 
Defense Review, Sweetman noted 
that officials in charge of “core se¬ 
crets" for so-called unacknowl¬ 


edged or black programs have the 
authority — even the duty — to de¬ 
ny existence of a program. 

In the mid-1980s, speculation 
abounded about the existence of a 
stealth fighter that could elude ra¬ 
dar, and a stealth bomber that re¬ 
sembled the old Flying Wing bomb¬ 
ers designed by Jack Northrop in 
the 19408. 

In 1986, the famous scale model 
company - Testor — invited Con¬ 
gressional scrutiny when it un¬ 
veiled its own “F-19 stealth fight¬ 
er” model, three years before the F- 
117 came out of the black. 

With bland equanimity, Air 
Force officials said “beautiful” but 
that wasn’t any plane in the Air 
Force inventory. 

When the F-117 was unveiled, to 
the uninstructed viewer it bore at 
least as many visual similarities as 
differences to the Testor model. 

John Andrews, designer of the 
Tsstor model, noted that he was 
within 3% of the size dimensions of 
the real McCoy. That may be close 
in horseshoes — far away in engi¬ 
neering scale — but not bad for a 
model configured by dead reckon¬ 
ing. 

The model was smooth and 
rounded, black and sleek. The F- 
117 Nighthawk, faceted like a dia¬ 
mond, was black and sleek. 

The black program was known 
as Have Blue. And its security re¬ 
mained tight until the veil was re¬ 
moved at the highest level of au¬ 
thority. 

The plane, though invisible to 
the public for a decade — guarded 
and maintained by a cadre of se¬ 
cret patriots — was real enough. 

Model-makers 

In similar fashion, a model of a 
stealth bomber bore more than 
passing resemblance to the real 
McCoy unveiled at the end of the 


1990s. That model by Revell also 
bore close resemblance to technical 
sketch speculations published by 
Sweetman in his “Secrets of Future 
Airpower” book. 

Recalling the 1980s, defense an¬ 
alyst Pike said there are key differ¬ 
ences about trying to scope out 
what was happening with black 
budget projects then vs. now. 

“There was a paper trail,” he 
said. “With the F-117 and the B-2, 
there never was a doubt that they 
existed.” 

Internet sites now abound that 
explore the fascinations that black 
program aircraft hold for aviation 
enthusiasts. 

They also carry freewheeling 
discussions between people who 
believe there is a connection be¬ 
tween black world aircraft pro¬ 
grams and UFO sightings. 

The Air Force has had little to 
say about UFO sightings since it 
closed its own Project Blue Book 
early in the 1970s or issued its own 
report “Roswell — Case Closed,” 
citing the 1947 Roswell incident as 
a black world classified project to 
send reconnaissance balloons over 
the Soviet Union. 

Programs or nicknames for sus¬ 
pected programs turn up on such 
sites with enough abundance to 
satisfy any Tbrn Clancy junkie. 

Black Manta. Blind Buzzard. Se¬ 
nior Citizen. Gaspipe. All join the 
list of the great “maybe, babys” 
lined up next to Aurora on the 
black world runways that pipe air¬ 
craft along on their paces from Ed¬ 
wards Air Force Base to other facil¬ 
ities in the southwestern United 
States, particularly the still unac¬ 
knowledged air base at Area 51 in 
Nevada. 

Publications including the Inter¬ 
national Defense Review journal 
and Aviation Week & Space Tech¬ 
nology cite Area 51 as essentially 


an extension of test operations at 
Edwards. 

Such reports cannot be admitted 
by an Air Force command authori¬ 
ty that still does not officially ac¬ 
knowledge existence of a base at 
the area described as Area 51, also 
known as The Ranch." 

More to the point, those in the 
know, those with access to Special 
Access Programs, assert that it is 
inappropriate to discuss or report 
about the topic. 

An anonymous caller to the Val¬ 
ley Press said, “Security is a joke 
now. That is not the way it used to 

^It's more fun 
to run in the 
black, where 
no one knows 
what you are 
doing ... and 
you can 
bury your 
mistakes....® 

John Pike, Washington, D.C.-based 
Federation of American Scientists 

be. Many people in this Valley have 
done work at the Ranch, and have 
never spoken about it. There is 
nothing funny about it.” 

The case for security that denies 
knowledge of programs, technol- 

(continued on page 4) 



(continued from page 3 - 
ANTELOPE VALLEY PRESS, 
Palmdale, CA - Oct. 19, 2000) 

ogies or tactics to foreign powers is 
valid, defense analyst Pike noted, 
even though his own organization, 
the Federation of American Scien¬ 
tists, pushes for more open pro¬ 
gram scrutiny. 

“It’s more fun to run in the 
black, where no one knows what 
you are doing ... and you can bury 
your mistakes," Pike observed. 

Certainly, the history of black 
programs has a distinguished re¬ 
cord of secret victories and achieve¬ 
ments in addition to the potential 
for concealing spending and pro¬ 
gram failures. 

But there are failures. A 1995 
congressional report noted that 
part of the failure of the Navy's A- 
12 stealth carrier aircraft could be 
attributed to program over-com- 
partmentalization of secrets about 
stealth technologies that never got 
shared with the teams working on 
the Navy plane. 

Finally, sightings of inexplicable 
airborne phenomena can trigger 
fears, worry or anxiety about gov¬ 
ernment cover-ups, and contribute 
to the questions people have of the 
government regarding reports 
about UFOs. 

Stealth blimps? 

Sightings by numerous wit¬ 
nesses have ranged in recent years 
from a Valley community like Ros¬ 
amond just west of Edwards to the 
sightings shown on CNN of trian¬ 
gular lighted formations moving at 
eerily slow speeds over the envi¬ 
rons of Phoenix. 

Aviation writers including Jim 
Wilson of Popular Mechanics, 
Sweetman, Pike and others spec¬ 
ulate the government is flying non- 
rigid airships that may be used for 
battlefield information or cruise 
missile defense — phased array ra¬ 
dar platforms mounted in football- 
field size aircraft. 

The big blimp, one writer called it 

“Blimps are very likely," Sweet- 
man said. “They make a lot of 
sense. There’s nothing better to put 
a big antenna in. And it would be 
one of the quickest and easiest 
ways to detect small targets." 

Wilson recounted in a Popular 
Mechanics article published in 
1999 that “optical stealth" could 
provide a kind of starlit emulation 
for cloaking a large aircraft. In the 
International Defense Review jour¬ 
nal, Sweetman also recounted, 
“visual stealth measures were part 
of the original Have Blue pro¬ 
gram." 

Some lax security, particularly 
the apparent leakage of nuclear 
weapons technology to China from 
the Los Alamos National Laborato¬ 
ries, can have strategic conse¬ 
quences, potentially harmful to the 
security of the United States, but 
can media reports derived from 
open source materials affect pro¬ 
gram security? 

A writer for a respected trade in¬ 
dustry publication noted that the 
Air Force specifically, and the De¬ 
fense Department in general, have 
a history of keeping the lid 
wrapped effectively since the days 
of the Manhattan Project to build 
the atomic bomb. 

Sweetman’s body of work over 
more than a dozen books and hun 
dreds of articles is both full of 
praise and insightful critical analy¬ 
sis of defense project security. 

“It is a safe bet that foreign in¬ 
telligence agencies know more 
than the Valley Press, if only be¬ 
cause they have more time to look,” 
Sweetman said. 

Concluding his Defense Review 
Article, Sweetman observed, “If 
nothing else, the dearth of hard 
information shows that the (black) 
system — expensive, unwieldy 
and sometimes irrational as it 
might seem — keeps its secrets 
well." 


I Vermont man logs UFO sightings in the state 
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At the state director for Mutual UFO Network of Vermont, Tom McFarland of Lyndonville keept hit 
eyet on the iky and hit eart open to Vermont era who with to report unidentified object!. 


What’s that in the sky? 



By Erica Jacobaon 

Free Press Staff Writer 

LYNDONVILLE 

T om McFarland's satellite dish went on the 
blink one evening in July 1997. 

Not just static, but the entire signal. 

It was a strange enough outage that McFar¬ 
land peered out of the window of hit Lyndon¬ 
ville home to check the dish. 

What he saw were landing lights coming directly at 
his home. The triangular craft floating nearby looked 
nothing like the military craft he'd seen refueling in the 
night skies above Lyndonville. The entire rear edge of 
the object emanated a pure, white light, 

“All of a sudden,'' McFarland said, *1 realized f 
wasn't looking at a plane." 

This craft was what McFar- 
IW 10 report land had scanned the skies for 

iitfhfind since childhood — here, hov- 

slgn ting ering just off of his deck, was 

To report something tbe almost unquestionable 

ange in the sky, call the proof of life beyond this 

tual UFO Network of planet. 

■mont hot line at “I’ve always thought there 

B-9726 or the MUFON was something out there,” 

:ional hot line at (800) McFarland said. “Maybe not 
6-2166. knew something was out 

Get a copy of MUFON there, but hoping." 
mont’s report form at So, who did McFarland tell 

w.vtsky.com/mufonvt/ first? 

tfomn.htm. Mail reports No nnp 
MUFON/Vt. 1 409 Cot- was just very over _ 

iRoad, Lyndonville. Vt. whelmed l he sai J. -j didn ., 

The organization offers kno * what “ d ,° ” J 

things to remember Now, McFarland is state di- 

ing a UFO encounter at rector for Mutual UFO Net- 
w. vtsky.com/mufonvt/ work of Vermont, which is 
things.htm. part of the national MUFON 

organization. The Vermont 


How to report 
a sighting 

To report something 
strange in the sky, call the 
Mutual UFO Network of 
Vermont hot line at 
626-9726 or the MUFON 
national hot line at (800) 
836-2166. 

Get a copy of MUFON 
Vermont’s report form at 
www.vtsky.com/mufonvt/ 
reptform.htm. Mail reports 
to MUFON/Vt. 1409 Cot¬ 
ton Road, Lyndonville, Vt. 
05851. 

The organization offers 
10 things to remember 
during a UFO encounter at 
www.vtsky.com/mufonvt/ 
10things.htm. 


chapter is made up of about 
four members. McFarland has become the go-to man 
for anyone who's seen something they can't explain. 

“Most people don’t know who to call," McFarland 
said. “You don’t want to call the cops because you’re 
going to get picked on. 


One night in April 1966. the St. Albans city attorney 
roused two patrolmen to investigate “two objects mov¬ 
ing across the heavens.” 


Destination Vermont 


UFO 

lighting! 

There's little 
doubt that when 
flying saucers 
finally do descend 
upon Vermont, 
they’ll have those 
annoying little oval 
“VT” bumper stickers 
plastered somewhere 
on their futuristic 
fuselage. 

Beginning with a 1907 
account of a "huge dark 
torpedo" hovering over 
Church and College streets, 
everyone from Vermont's 
air traffic controllers to 
Castleton farmwives have 
seen the inexplicable. 
According to Burlington Free 
Press files from the past 50 
years, residents in the shaded 
red areas have reported 
something strange in their 


“We’re just here for people to have a place to re¬ 
port." 

Calling in authorities 

Decades ago, the police were the first place most 
people turned when something unusual showed up in 
the sky. 


In the mid-1980s, Richford Police Chief Homer 
Combs theorized UFOs were repeatedly drawn to the 
region around Richford and Fairfield because of some 
other-worldly technology that allowed them to refuel. 

Police department phones don’t ring like that any¬ 


more. 

Kevin McLaughlin. Chittenden 
County Sheriff, said it’s been at 
least 10 years since military oper¬ 
ations over Lake Champlain last 
lit up the switchboards with re¬ 
ports of UFOs. 

“The only other UFO sightings 
are when people call me up and 
say they saw one of our cars 
going 80 mph and what was he 
doing,” said McLaughlin, a 
27-year veteran of the sheriffs 
department. 


These d.ivs, McLaughlin said if 
a report came, he’d likely be first 
in line to go check it out. 

“If I knew about it. and it was 
within reason to get to it, I would 
go,” Laughlin said. “I’ve always 
wanted to meet one.” 

Even autnor Joe Citro, Ver¬ 
mont’s resident collector of far- 
out tales, hasn’t had the pleasure 
of taking too many UFO reports. 
Someone occasionally comes up 
to him at one of his readings with 
a tale of aerial oddities, but Cit- 


ro’s more likely to get a call about 
a possible ghostly encounter. 

If the urgency of reporting a 
potential spacecraft is gone, Citro 
said pop culture is probably to 
blame. 

“Society has just gotten used 
to a real proliferation of informa¬ 
tion about UFOs,” Citro said. 
“Maybe to some degree they 
might be getting to be business as 
usual." 

(continued on page 5) 
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Will Bush reueal secrets of 
UFOs, if elected president? 

by Jon Baughman 


(continued from page 4 - 
FREE PRESS, Burlington, VT 
- Sept. 9, 2000) 

Just the facts 

McFarland is still his own 
strongest skeptic. 

“For me to take on this role, it 
took a lot of soul searching,” 
McFarland said, “because you get 
out there and people look at you 
funny.” 

He’s reluctant to believe any¬ 
thing he reads on the Internet, in¬ 
vestigations of the handful of re¬ 
ports he receives a year often 
identify a UFO as a star. One cou¬ 
ple refused to believe the bright 
and apparently moving light in 
fall and winter skies was actually 
the star Capella. 

More common, though, are 
people who never follow up on 
their initial call to McFarland. 

“They call in, and they’re 
psyched out, and they’re ready to 
go," McFarland said. “You ask 
them to write out a report, and 
you never hear from them again. 

“Vermonters tend to be laid 
back about these kind' of things. 
‘Must be one of those flying sau¬ 
cers things, let’s get back to milk¬ 
ing.' ” 

But it’s hard, even three years 
later, for McFarland to make a 
complete report of what he saw 
just outside of his house. 

“I just can’t sit down and draw 
it,” he said. “I was just so over¬ 
whelmed by it. I wish I could go 
back to that night and do it again 
and do it right. 

“Take a picture.” 


One of the most unusual — and 
least publicized — things to come 
out of the election campaign, is a 
pledge by George W. Bush to tell 
the public the truth about UFOs. 

Bush would not be the first presi¬ 
dential candidate to make that 
promise, but he might be the first to 
fulfill it. Jimmy Carter made that 
promise, but never managed to get 
the secret out. He was blocked by 
many levels of bureaucracy. 

During his campaign. Carter 
pledged, ’If I become President, I’ll 
make every piece of information 
this country has about UFO sight- 
ines available to the public, and the 
scientists. I am convinced that 
UFOs exist because I have seen 
one..." - statement made in May, 
1976. 

On July 28, while campaigning in 
Arkansas, Bush reportedly made 
that promise, and the reputed text 
was carried on both CNN and 
"Nighilinc," and in The Washington 
Post, 

However, there were errors in the 
news transcript. Thanks to Major 
George A. Filer (Retired) I have 
obtained a transcript of the conver¬ 
sation. Filer publishes on the Web a 
weekly report on UFOs, called 
"Filer’s Files." UFO reports can be 
sent to him via email at: 

Majorstar@aol.com 

It was Charles Huffer of the 
Mutual UFO Network who 
approached Gov. Bush in Arkansas, 
and released this transcript of the 
conversation: 


Jonathan Karl, CNN 
Correspondent: “Along the way, 
someone thought Dick Cheney's 
impressive resume would help Bush 
tell the truth about UFOs." 

Huffer: “Half the public believes 
that they are real. Would you finally 
tell us what the Hell is going on?" 

Gov. Bush: “Sure, I will." 

Cheney then walked over to 
Charles Huffer and extended his 
hand to him. 

Huffer: “This man knows. He 
was Secretary of Defense." 

Gov. Bush: “And was a great 
one.” 

Several minutes later Huffer 
again saw Bush in the Hall. Huffer 
recalls, “He recognized me immedi¬ 
ately and unsolicited he said 
approximately the following." 

Gov. Bush: "It will be the first 
thing he (pointing to Cheney) will 
do. He'll get right on it." 

Huffer: “Will, will you really?" 

Gov. Bush: "Yes, sir." 

Huffer says he has this exchange 
on audio tape. Part of the conversa¬ 
tion has also been posted on web¬ 
sites, which may still be available. 

Two arc:: 

http://www.cnn.com/TRAN- 
SCRIPTS/0007/29/smn.01 .him I 

http://abcnews.go.com/onair/nigh 

tline/transcripts/nl000728_trans.ht 

ml 

Highly respected US Senator 
Barry Goldwater, who ran for 
President unsuccessfully against 
Lyndon Johnson, also wanted to get 
to the bottom of the truth about 
UFOs. 


On one occasion, when 
Goldwater was Chairman of the 
Senate Intelligence Committee, he 
visited Wright - Patterson Air Force 
Base in Ohio hoping to get permis¬ 
sion flow General Curtis Letvtay to 
examine the UFO information 
stored there, but permission was not 
granted. 

In a 1975 letter to a friend, 
Goldwater writes, “The subject of 
UFOs is one that has interested me 
for some long time. About ten or 
twelve years ago I made an effort to 
find out what was in the building at 
Wright - Patterson Air Force Base 
where the information is stored that 
has been collected by the Air Force, 
and I was understandable denied 
this request. It is still classified 
Above Top Secret.” 

Another letter Goldwater wrote in 
1979 said, in part, "It is true that I 
was denied access to a facility at 
Wright - Patterson. Because I never 
got in, 1 can't tell you what was 
inside. We both know about the 
rumors.” 

Reportedly the room Goldwater 
was mentioning is called “The Blue 
Room" which contains UFO arti¬ 
facts but no spacecraft or alien bod¬ 
ies. 

Former President Gerald Ford, 
while serving as a Congressman 
from Michigan, made this statement 
in a letter to L. Mendel Rivers, 
Chairman of the Armed Services 
Committee, “In the firm belief that 
the American public deserves a bet¬ 
ter explanation than that thus far 
given by the Air Force, I strongly 
recommend that there be a commit¬ 


tee investigation of the UFO phe¬ 
nomena. I think we owe it to the 
people to establish credibility 
regarding UFOs and to produce the 
greatest possible enlightenment on 
this subject." - March 28, 1966. 

If George W. Bush is elected 
President, and if he and Cheney are 
able in reveal to the public the truth 
about UFOs, it will be a "first" in 
the history of the United States. The 
whole UFO investigation is classi¬ 
fied “Above Top Secret," even 
higher than the Manhattan Project 
was (development of the first atom 
bomb)so the odds are against it. We 
shall see. 


! UFO Network 
l opens its doors 
j in Ken Caryl mall 


• By Kieran Nicholson 

Denver Post Start Writer 

• The search for UFOs now leads 
O to a strip mall in the Ken Caryl 
Z area. 

• The Mutual UFO Network, 
O which claims 4,000 members 
O worldwide, is located between a 

• liquor store and an optometrist, 
0 across the parking lot from a bar 
c and grill. 

0 John Schuessler, the interna- 
Q tional director of the network, 
l_T which investigates reports of 
(/> sightings or contacts with uni- 
£ dentified flying objects, says he 
feels right at home. 

“I'm surprised at how cordial 
everyone is," Schuessler said. “I 
didn’t expect this kind of recep¬ 
tion.” 

1 ‘Book’ closes, 1 opens 

MUFON, a nonprofit corpora¬ 
tion, moved into its new digs on 
Oct. 29, relocating from Seguin, 
Texas, located east of San Anto¬ 
nio. 

The office in the Market Place 
at Ken Caryl, which is just off 
Kipling Parkway and Chatfield 
Avenue, is filled with books, 
magazines and reports on UFOs 
and aliens. 

Among Schuessler’s collection 
are items sent to the network by 
people who claim to have seen or 
been contacted by aliens. A min¬ 
iature flying saucer flashes red 
lights. 

Also on display is a small 
“alien” pickled in a jar filled 
with lime-green liquid. 

“We enjoy it, too," Schuessler 
said. “You have to live in the real 
world, and the real world has fun 
as well as the serious side.” 

The network was formed in 
1969 after the Air Force closed 
its project “Blue Book,” which 


investigated UFO reports, said 
Schuessler, who was among MU- 
FON's founding members. 

“There was nowhere to report, 
and UFO sightings sure contin¬ 
ued, so we filled the gap,” 
Schuessler said. 

The recent move, however, 
was not prompted by Colorado’s 
status as a hotbed for sightings. 
The San Luis Valley generates a 
number of UFO reports, and a 
few decades ago, there were 
widely reported accounts of cat¬ 
tle mutilations by aliens on the 
state's Eastern Plains. 

Schuessler and his wife, Kathy, 
moved to the area to be near 
their daughter’s family, includ¬ 
ing two new grandchildren, and 
the organization moved with 
them. 

Denver’s weather, of course, is 
a plus. “We had enough of the 
heat, humidity and bugs,” 
Schuessler said. 

From 1962 until 1998, when he 
retired, Schuessler worked as an 
engineer with aerospace firms, 
including a stint at the Lyndon B. 
Johnson Space Center in Houston 
on the Mercury space program, 
he said. 

Reports from all over 

Schuessler said his organiza¬ 
tion regularly receives UFO re¬ 
ports from around the world, ei¬ 
ther by telephone, e-mail or on 
its Web site, www.mufon.com. 

“If we get a report and some¬ 
one says, ‘I saw something go 
across the sky, and it took 20 sec¬ 
onds,’ we can’t do anything about 
that. We don’t know what it 
was,” said Schuessler. 

But MUFON will record the in¬ 
formation and file it, he said. 
Perhaps there will be similar re¬ 
ports from the same area, and 
patterns could begin to emerge. 



The Denver Post / Brian Brat nerd 

John Schuessler shows off a model UFO at the headquarters of the Mutual UFO Network. 


“We’re in the business of col¬ 
lecting data,” he said. 

But when the network, which 
has members and field offices in 
every state and several foreign 
countries, receives what it be¬ 
lieves to be valid reports of UFO 
contacts or abductions, it sends 
investigators to the scene. 

Schuessler said some people 
who report “close encounters” — 
of which the network has investi¬ 
gated hundreds over the past 
three decades — bear physical 
abnormalities to support such 
claims, such as burned skin and 
injured eyes from exposure to 
the alleged UFO. 

“It tells us there are things 
that are physically real that af¬ 
fect the environment and affect 
people that we can't explain,” he 
said. 

“I call them unconventional 
flying objects. They do exist. Not 
necessarily extraterrestrial, but 
I won’t rule that out.” 



The Denver Poet / Brian Bratnerd 


John and Kathy Schuessler look at what some claim is an alien at 
Mutual UFO Network’s offices. John is director of the network, 
which investigates reports of unidentified flying objects. 
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UFOs: Black planes op aliens? 


Did Kelly Johnson 
believe in UFOs? ^ 


EDITOR’S NOTE: The sixth 
installment in a weeklong series. 

William F. Wu has a doctoral degree 
in American culture and is the author of 
13 science fiction and fantasy novels and 
nearly 60 science fiction and fantasy 
short stories. 

By WILLIAM F. WU 

Valley Press Staff Writer 

Aliens are taking over our minds. 

Don’t believe it? 

Do you recognize the names Mr. 

Spook, Yoda, Quark or Neroon? ^ 

Can you picture Alf and Mork? Do you 
remember Uncle Martin? 

Maybe your bell is rung by Zev, with her 
Cluster Lizard DNA. 

Do you know the Kzin and the Doreai? 

Have you ever said, “Klaatu barada nikto" 
to your boyfriend’s robot? 

If you’ve answered yes to any of the above, 
they’re already in your head. 

This issue is more than a joke. 

In the last half century, a major 
change has occurred in the minds 
of Americans, one with religious, 
political and military significance. 

Whether we humans are alone 
or not in the universe as self- 
aware, technologically advanced 
beings goes to the heart of our self- 
image and to our expectations as 
our military and scientific ven¬ 
tures carry us farther into space. 

Questions that naturally follow 
include: Are we alone made in 
God’s image? Will we meet friends 
or enemies out there? And ulti¬ 
mately — have they been visiting 
us already? 


Our Dark Skies series 

Antelope Valley residents watch the skies Mostly we are 
looking for anything fascinating that flies We know that our 
Valley is crucible to the world’s premier military aircraft — the 
U-2, the F-117 stealth fighter, the B-2 stealth bomber 

Drawing from open source materials and primary source in¬ 
terviews, the Valley Press offers a week’s worth of stories that 
explores the landscape of the fabled "black world" and beyond, 
another extra for Valley Press readers. 



Edwards, Skunk Works 

Tlie event at Roswell occurred 
about 11:30 p.m. on Friday, July 4, 
1947. 

The nature of that event remains 
a subject of debate, speculation and 
research. The acronym UFO moved 
decades ago from technical jargon to 
everyday language; it stands for 
“unidentified flying object,” but in 
common use it often came to mean 
an alien spacecraft. 

A Valley resident named William 
Hamilton was interviewed by the 
Valley Press in 1993 about his study 
of UFOs. His interest started long 
before with a book called “Flying 
Saucers From Outer Space," writ¬ 
ten by retired Marine Corps Maj. 
Donald Keyhoe, who first went pub¬ 
lic with his claims of Air Force cov¬ 
er-ups of UFOs in 1958. 

Eventually, Hamilton wrote a 
book of his own, “Cosmic Top Se¬ 
cret," with a new edition just out, 
about UFO studies from around the 
world up to the early 1990s. 

Hamilton recounted in 1993 a 
longstanding Valley tale that in 
February 1954, five flying saucers 
landed at Edwards Air Force Base 
and the base was closed for 3 V 2 
days. According to this- lore, Presi¬ 
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower was 
flown to the base for the alien visit. 

“It’s all speculation, but a Lan¬ 
caster man says he worked there for 
Northrop and the events are au¬ 
thentic," Hamilton said. 

According to Edwards base histo¬ 
rian Dr. Jim Young, “The rumor’s 
been circulating for many years." 

However, the record merely 
shows president-elect Eisenhower 
making a midnight stop at Edwards 
in late 1952 for refueling and a 
short briefing on his way back from 
Korea during the Korean War. 

Meanwhile, also starting in the 
1950s, two men who figured promi¬ 
nently in the field of black world 
aerospace by running Lockheed’s 
Skunk Works in Palmdale, Clar¬ 
ence L “Kelly" Johnson and Ben 
Rich, had clear opinions about alien 
spackraft 

A background note will place 
their comments in perspective: Area 
51 is the legendary secret base just 
north of Nellis Air Force Base in Ne¬ 
vada. It was established by Johnson 
in 1955 for secret Lockheed flight 


tests of the U-2 spy plane. Rumors 
in years since have placed alien 
spacecraft there. 

The Palmdale facility and Area 
51 have maintained their associa¬ 
tion. 

Lockheed Martin, of course, has 
many different projects under way 
at a given time; some current pro¬ 
jects are its test version of the joint 
strike fighter, the X-35; the F-22 
Raptor air-to-air superiority fighter 
being tested over Edwards; and the 
X-33 prototype for VentureStar, a 
proposed replacement for the NASA 
space shuttle. 

As David Darlington recounts in 
his book “Area 61, The Dreamland 
Chronicles — The Legend of Ameri¬ 
ca’s Most Secret Military Base," 
John Andrews, the model designer 
for Testor Corp. who came out with 
the first replica of the F-117 stealth 
fighter, once wrote to Rich for his 
opinion on UFOs. 

“ ‘I am a believer Rich had re¬ 
sponded, ‘and so is Kelly Johnson.' 
When Andrews asked for clarifica¬ 
tion — e.g., was Rich referring to 
man-made or extraterrestrial 
UFOs? — Rich replied: Tm a believ¬ 
er in both categories. I feel every¬ 
thing is possible. Many of our man¬ 
made UFO’s are Un Funded Oppor¬ 
tunities. In both categories, there are 
a lot of kooks and charlatans — be 
cautious .'” 

Darlington also quotes aviation 
writer Jim Goodall: “Ben Rich told 
me twice before he died: *We have 
things at Area 51 that you and the 
best minds in the world won’t even 
be able to conceive that we have for 
30 or 40 years, and won’t be made 
public for another 50.’ ” 

Yet neither Johnson nor Rich 
elaborated. Johnson died Dec. 21, 
1990; Rich died Jan. 5, 1995, both 
men taking any factual knowledge 
for their opinions with them. 

Some people now working at the 
Plant 42 facility, currently called 
Lockheed Aeronautics Co., and for¬ 
merly known as the Skunk Works, 
share a differing opinion. All re¬ 
quested their names not be used. 

“I don’t think they have UFOs 
from Zeta Reticulisaid one, refer¬ 
ring to Area 51. “I can’t believe 
there was a UFO crash at Roswell. 
It’s very hard to keep a secret for 
that long a time.” 


Yet secrecy is an inherent part of 
the aerospace field, as always. 
“Even within the company, they 
don’f talk about projects," a Lock¬ 
heed employee explained. “If you 
see something afid say, ‘What’s 
that?* people answer, ‘I can’t talk 
about it.’" 

One worker did observe evidence 
of the ongoing link between the 
Palmdale facility and the black 
world base: “We have badges, a sep¬ 
arate badge for every project you’re 
on. Outside the building, 1 hap¬ 
pened to see a guy with a couple of 
badges. One, all it had on it was 
‘Area 51.’ ” Laughing, the worker 
added, “I decided it was not a good 
time to go up and ask questions.” 

Yet the subject of misinterpreting 
evidence also came up. Referring to 
Lockheed’s radar cross section facil¬ 
ities at Helendale, north of Victor¬ 
ville, a Palmdale Lockheed worker 
said at one time, radar was to be 
tested on a “deltoid thing,” maybe a 
model for the Aurora, an aircraft 
that has been rumored to exist but 
has not been acknowledged by the 
Air Force. “They used a disk for cal¬ 
ibration. Later, they saw witnesses; 
a month or two after that, it was in 
UFO magazines as a flying saucer.” 

What about Area 51 and the ru¬ 
mors of alien spacecraft there? 

“They don’t have to have space¬ 
craft to want to keep it secret," a 
Lockheed employee pointed out. 
“Here’s what I think is most likely. 
One, aircraft from adversaries. It’s 
highly likely that they don’t want 
anyone to know they have Russian 
and Chinese aircraft, especially if 
they acquired them through ques¬ 
tionable means. They’re probably 
testing them against U.S. planes 
and systems, maybe even doing live 
fire. 

“Second, aircraft of ours that are 
secret or older aircraft with modifi¬ 
cations. Third, upcoming aircraft 
like the JSF or something totally 
unacknowledged.” 

Does this skepticism regarding 
aliens stretch to Roswell, also? 

“I think something happened 
there," one of the Lockheed Aero¬ 
nautics workers said, clearly specu¬ 
lating. “An accident involving a live 
nuclear weapon. Roswell was the 
only base in the country with nucle¬ 
ar weapons at that time. A (bomber) 


could have had a midair (collision) 
with an escort fighter; the Air Force 
has to go pick it up. It would be ab¬ 
solutely black.... The story of flying 
saucers so sensationalizes the 
event, it draws all attention away 
from losing a nuclear weapon.” 

Aerospace workers understand¬ 
ably think in aerospace terms. The 
rest of us lack the advantage of in¬ 
side knowledge, even to use merely 
in the service of speculation. When 
I lived in El Mirage during the 
1990s, I had my own sighting of a 
flying object I could not identify. 

A mirage in El Mirage? 

Long after dark on a mild even¬ 
ing in the mid-’90s, I sat at my com¬ 
puter with my two dogs sleeping 
nearby. I heard a distant rumble 
and thought nothing of it; big rigs 
often sounded like that as they 
passed on the paved road, about a 
quarter mile from where I lived. 

Instead of quickly fading, howev¬ 
er, the rumble grew louder. Now I 
figured it was one of the helicopters 
that occasionally passed overhead 
with county markings. 

It didn’t sound like a helicopter. 

Then my house — admittedly not 
the sturdiest of buildings — began 
to vibrate. Both dogs leaped up, 
barking, and ran to the front door. 

I still expected the noise to pass, 
but it didn’t, and the cabinet doors 
began to rattle in the kitchen. 

Leaving my desk with some re¬ 
luctance, I walked to the front door 
to let the dogs bark outside. By the 
time I opened the door, the entire 
house was shaking — not just vi¬ 
brating, but shaking — from a loud, 
low rumble I could feel in my chest. 

The dogs raced down the front 
steps, barking furiously to protect 
us from attack. 

On the front step, I looked up and 
found lights suggesting a large tri¬ 
angular shape, shockingly low. 
While I knew lights in the night sky 
had no reference point, and so no 
visual estimate of distance could be 
meaningful, the vibrations told me 
the craft was as low as it appeared. 

I walked down the front steps, 
but the craft was making a very 
slow turn, so that in moments it 
was hidden from view by the house 
itself. 

By the time I had moved out into 


As Rob Chilson, author of seven 
science fiction and fantasy novels 
(“Black as Blood,” 1998) and more 
than 60 short stories, pointed out, 
“In the 1950s, most people didn’t be¬ 
lieve in ‘spacemen,’ as we called 
them then. Only people who were 
into science fiction even thought 
about aliens.” 

Chilson has seen the change. 
“Now if you ask ordinary people, 
most of them do think there are in¬ 
telligent species out there.” 

“Of course they do,” I added. 
“They see them every week on TV.” 

“And I think that the seeing is 
what led to the acceptance,” Chilson 
said. “Having the image in their 
minds, they feel — not think — 
‘why not?’ ” 

Yet the 20th-century vision of ex¬ 
traterrestrial “intellects vast and 
cool and unsympathetic," in the 
words of H.G. Wells, begins with his 
novel, “War of the Worlds," first 
published in 1898. 

In the decades imm ediately fol¬ 
lowing, consideration of alien spe¬ 
cies was largely confined to science 
fiction pulp magazines, considered 
by most people to be unworthy of se¬ 
rious regard. 

Flash Gordon and Buck Rogers 
met aliens in the comic strips and 
matinee serials, two equally unre¬ 
spected forms of entertainment. 

The public in general had so little 
awareness of Wells’ novel that in 
1938, Orson Welles’ radio adapta¬ 
tion of “War of the Worlds" caused a 
panic in the northeastern United 
States when listeners thought Mar¬ 
tians were really invading Earth. 

Approaching mid-century, peo¬ 
ple’s view of their surroundings be¬ 
gan to change. With the coming of 
the atomic age in 1945 at Hiroshi¬ 
ma and Nagasaki, many people rec¬ 
ognized that some of science’s so- 
called “knowledge,” such as the at¬ 
om being unbreakable, could not be 
trusted, after all. 

Then something happened at 
Roswell, N.M. 


the yard, the vibrating rumble had 
passed and the fights were gone. 

The dogs stopped barking and 
wagged their tails with pride in 
having chased the intruder away. 

Neither fights nor sound nor sen¬ 
sation remained. 

Do I think it was an alien space¬ 
craft? No. I believe it was one of the 
black world aircraft being tested 
over the Mojave Desert. 

Some rumors of the Aurora have 
reported a deep, chest-resonating 
vibration that people feel as much 
as hear; the “deltoid thing” men¬ 
tioned by a Lockheed worker had 
the same shape as what I saw. 

While some years would pass be¬ 
fore I reached the edge of Area 51, 
my personal sighting of an uniden¬ 
tified object in the sky raised my in¬ 
terest in seeing the perimeter of the 
black world base. 

At the Area 51 perimeter 

I journeyed to Rachel, Nev., with 
Valley Press editor Dennis Ander¬ 
son and Daniel Carnahan, an expe¬ 
rienced visitor to the Area 51 perim¬ 
eter. We stopped at the Little 
A’Le'Inn, owned by Pat and Joe 
Travis, just off state Highway 375, 
designated by the governor of Ne¬ 
vada as “The Extraterrestrial High¬ 
way." We bought souvenirs, includ¬ 
ing caps, patches, pins and “alien 
drivers licenses.” 

Later, I was at the wheel as we 
drove past the big mailbox of ranch¬ 
er Steve Medlin on our way to the 
perimeter of Area 51 — where we 
found Ourselves looking at an un¬ 
marked white Jeep Cherokee that 
came down a bluff a short distance 
away and stopped, facing us, right 
behind the warning sign that said, 
“Deadly force authorized.” 

We did not test their authoriza¬ 
tion. 

Instead, we drove back a short 
distance and camped on public land 
for the night. After dark, with a 
campfire for warmth, we took turns 
resting in our tents, always with 
someone awake to look upward. 

We did not see mysterious craft of 
any kind that night. 

Even so, as I watched the sky 
over the legendary “non-existent" 
base in the chilly air, surrounded by 
sprawling, apparently empty de¬ 
sert, I mused not only about Area 51 
(continued on page 7) 










(continued from page 6 - 
Palmdale, CA 

but about the larger questions sur¬ 
rounding UFOs, black world aero¬ 
space, - aliens and the stars scat¬ 
tered above us. 

I realized that as a science fiction 
writer, I would have little or no 
credibility with skeptics even if I 
did see an extraterrestrial craft or 
visitor Afly such claim I might 
make would be called a publicity 
stunt. 

Also, I knew that while national 
security is a genuine issue, not very 
far from where I stood, a very large 
n umb er of American tax dollars 
had been spent in complete secrecy 
from American taxpayers. I ques¬ 
tioned the lack of accountability in 
the black world budget. After all, 
revealing expenditures per se is not 
the equivalent of releasing aircraft 
specifications. 

I imagined, with a deep curiosity, 
the mysterious new technologies 
that might be housed and tested 
just beyond the bluffs near me. I 
had read and heard speculation 
about the big blimp, Phoenix lights, 
experiments in ball plasma, a new 
switch-wing fighter, and of course 
the Strategic Defense Initiative, 
more commonly called the Star 
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Wars antimissile defense. Even the 
thought of being near some of them 
was exciting, despite the silence in 
the desert that night. 

I had a more immediate concern 
as well: whether the “cammo 
dudes,” as the Area 51 guards are 
often called, might choose to visit 
our campsite at any moment. As an 
American of Chinese descent, born 
and raised in the Midwest, I won¬ 
dered if the cammo dudes would re¬ 
gard my ethnic ancestry as grounds 
for treatment harsher than my 
white companions might receive. In 
any case, they did not confront us. 

As I looked up from the desert 
sand,by the flickering campfire to 
the stars, I shared an experience 
that stretched back through time 
with every human society ever on 
the planet Earth — marveling and 
wondering at the lights in the sky. 

Coming in the final installment 
of Dark Skies: Search for Extrater¬ 
restrial Intelligence (SET!) coordi¬ 
nator for the Planetary Society; a 
French military report on UFOs; 
and a Roswell researcher who be¬ 
lieves the object that crashed there 
was extraterrestrial. 
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When we pushed (the 
witness), he 
finally 
shouted 
that it was 
not a 
weather 
ballon, that 
it was something he’d 
never seen in his life. 

— Author Don Schmitt 

Is the 
truth out 
there? 

Author bases his 
claim of bodies 
at Roswell on 
300-plus interviews 

By JOAN KENT 

Of the Tribune staff 


Outside, a banner with an 
alien beckoned passersby with an 
intriguing message — “Roswell: 
Proof of Bodies Recovered.” 

Up a narrow flight of stairs, 
about 50 people gathered in the 
Odin Gallery, 507 Main St., on 
Saturday to hear author Don 
Schmitt describe his research, 
which he said has led him to 
believe bodies — perhaps not 
from this planet — were found at 
the site of what some claim was 
the crash of an unidentified fly¬ 
ing object on a ranch outside 
Roswell, N.M., in 1947. 

Schmitt, author of “UFO 
Crash at Roswell,” the basis for 
the movie “Roswell," said he and 
partner Thomas Carey have 
tracked down more than 300 peo¬ 
ple in their effort to learn what 
really happened jn Roswell. 

They have pushed for a 
Congressional inquiry. The feder¬ 
al government has switched its 
story several times, Schmitt said, 
at one time listing the bodies as 
wooden crash dummies. Initially, 
the government said the crashed 
vehicle was a flying saucer, he 
said, but that statement was 
immediately retracted to say it 
was a weather balloon. 


“We thought we could wrap 
this up in one weekend, and 
come away with an explanation 
to support the government," said 
Schmitt, who was director of spe¬ 
cial investigations at the J Allen 
Hynek Center for UFO Studies. 
“But then we spoke to our first 
witness. When we pushed him, he 
finally shouted that it was not a 
weather balloon, that it was 
something he'd never seen in his 
life." 

That witness was the son of 
rancher Mack Brazel, who 
discovered the debris field. He 
said the material included silken 
fabric that functioned as fiber 
optics, a paper-thin material 
that smoothed out no matter 
what his father did with it, and 
scraps of metal with symbols on 
it. 

When Brazel’s son reported 
two years later that rains had 
washed enough of the materials 
to the surface for him to fill a 
cigar box, an Air Force officer 
came to his home and told him 
he had to turn it over and should 
never speak of it, Schmitt said. 

Other witnesses said a large 
piece of a disk-shaped craft was 
found a few miles from the 
debris field; it is believed to be 
where the bodies were found. 
Witnesses described them as 
thin humanoid bodies with large 
heads. One witness said they 
were about 4 feet tall with slant¬ 
ed eyes, yellow skin and large 
heads. 

A St. Petersburg, Fla., nurse 
interviewed by the researchers 
said a patient of hers, on her 
deathbed, told of how as a young 
girl she and others were rock¬ 
hunting near Roswell when they 
came across a round object and 
blankets on the ground When 
they pulled back the blankets, 
the woman said they saw small 
people with big eyes, wearing 
clothes of a shiny material. 

The nurse said the woman 
told her she must never tell any¬ 
one because “the government 
can always find you.” 

One of the most dramatic 
interviews was with a man who 
he said was a Roswell mortician 
when the crash occurred. He 
said he received several calls 
from the Air Force hospital after 
the incident, asking how to treat 
bodies that had been burned or 
out in the elements, and how to 
preserve them without destroy¬ 
ing anything such as their blood. 

When he went to the hospital, 
he said Air Force officers told 
him he should not say anything 
or “someone would be picking 
my bones out of the sand.” 

“I’ve been checking out UFOs 
since the early ’60s," said Jerry 
Bonsak of Onalaska, one of the 
people attending the lecture. 
“There is enough information 
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Are there UFOs in Rhode Island? 
Tune in each month to find out 


■ Members of the state 
chapter of the Mutual UFO 
Network meet monthly to 
discuss possible sightings. 

By S. ROBERT CHIAPPLNEUU 
Journal Staff Writer 

CRANSTON — They meet in a 
basement, but their minds are often 
in the stars. 

They are members of the Rhode 
Island chapter of the Mutual UFO 
Network, known as MUFON, a na¬ 
tional organization established in 
1967 for the scientific investigation 
of aerial phenomena. 

The local group assembles month¬ 
ly at the Oak Lawn Grange, with its 
homey pine walls and window cur¬ 
tains gathered at the bottom to admit 
air on warm days. 

“You may come to the meeting 
and think you’re going to see people 
who are odd," said Bill Masuck, of 
Pawtucket. "I’m a high school 
teacher, physics and calculus. Most 
of the people who are members here 
are professionals.” 

Masuck, a Blackstone-Millville 
Regional High School teacher, has 
been interested in unidentified fly¬ 
ing objects for about 35 years, or 
ever since he read a condensed ver¬ 
sion of Frank Edwards’s Flying 
Saucers — Serious Business. 

“You didn’t want to bring up 
UFOs 30 years ago," Masuck said. 

He is now the local chapter’s chief 
investigator, toting a camcorder and 
other equipment with him in hopes 
that he will someday see a UFO. 
None so far, though, and he often 
has to puncture the hopes of report¬ 
ing viewers. 

Masuck has trained as a field in¬ 
vestigator and follows an extensive 
investigative procedure dictated by 
the national organization. 

When he gets a report, he scans 
newspapers and calls local airports. 
Once he discovered a small circus 
was in town at the time of a sighting 
and that balloons it released resem¬ 
bled a UFO. Blimps and unusual ac¬ 
tivity or lighting at an airport some¬ 
times fool people as well. 

He may check a star and celestial- 
body chart, meteor-shower sched¬ 
ules, unusual weather conditions 
and satellite orbits and ask himself 
whether what the witness or wit¬ 
nesses are saying adds up. 

"Eighty percent of sightings are 
explainable," Dave Rubien, director 
of the statewide organization, said. 
"‘About 20 percent we can’t ex¬ 
plain." 

Rubien, a retired construction en¬ 
gineer who spends six months a year 
in Florida, says that you have to 
approach the subject skeptically. 

"I have to have at least four or five 
people, unrelated individuals, telling 


me the same thing," he said. 

But he has heard enough similar 
accounts from credible witnesses to 
believe that extraordinary things 
have occurred. “Sometimes,” he 
said, “you have to say, ‘Well, geez, 
what else could it be?’ ” 

Many reports MUFON gets are 
hoaxes, said Janet Bucci, assistant 
director, but every month or two the 
local organization gets a report 
worth pursuing. Sometimes MU¬ 
FON can’t provide an explanation 
for a sighting. 

IN THE LAST several years, there 
have been reports from more than a 
dozen communities, ranging from 
Providence to Charlestown to 
Woonsocket. They recount bright 
lights that suddenly disappear and 
craft shaped like a cigar, a V or a cir¬ 
cle with propulsion units and rectan¬ 
gular red lights. 

The organization meets on the 
third Friday of the month and fre¬ 
quently schedules speakers. Joan 
d’Arc, author of Space Travelers and 
the Genesis of the Human Form and 
copublisher of Paranoia, The Con¬ 
spiracy Reader magazine, is sched¬ 
uled this Friday, and on Nov. 17, 
Robert Schoch, author of Voices of 
the Rocks and Boston University 
professor of geology and sciences, 
will speak about redating the Great 
Sphinx pyramids. 

MUFON charges $5 admission 
when it has a speaker and $3 other¬ 
wise. 

The most recent gathering num¬ 
bered about a dozen, a disappoint¬ 
ingly small turnout to some mem¬ 
bers of one of New England’s most 
active chapters. 

Dave Downs, an elementary 
school teacher from Attleboro, de¬ 
scribed an experience that he said 
could easily have led to misconcep¬ 
tions. 

In the early 1970s, he became fas¬ 
cinated with "Big Foot” reports that 
cut across geographical and cultural 
lines so he began checking out sight¬ 
ings when he could. He related one 
scary moment when he was investi¬ 
gating a reported Big Foot print be¬ 
neath a railroad trestle somewhere 
in Maryland. 

Suddenly, he heard heavy foot¬ 
steps on the trestle above and a 
shadow larger than any man’s dark¬ 
ened the earth beside him. 

Downs had promised himself that 
if he ever encountered Big Foot he 
would film every last second, even if 
the creature killed him. But, he said, 
that day he froze, fearful that the 
least sound from his equipment 
might turn the fearsome creature on 
him. But he resisted the impulse to 
run. 

After a time, he realized his mis¬ 


take: two men, not Bigfoot. were 
walking the rails and casting that 
formidable shadow. 

"If I’d run away that day, I’d be 
telling people that 1 saw the shadow 
of Big Foot,” he said. 

Paul Formisano, of Swansea, not¬ 
ed that thousands of radio waves 
exist in the room where the discus¬ 
sion took place, but we can’t per¬ 
ceive them without the proper re¬ 
ceiver, for example, a radio. 

Formisano. a mechanical engi¬ 
neer, discounted all talk of UFOs 
well into his 20s, then heard a con¬ 
vincing college lecture about a half- 
dozen years ago that piqued his in¬ 
terest "Most of it turns out to be 
nothing,” he said, "but it’s fascinat¬ 
ing.” 

And if there are extraterrestials, 
he said, they may have a technology 
so far ahead of us that it's hard for us 
to conceive. 

When he told a colleague of a re¬ 
port of a light crossing the sky then 
stopping and heading off at a 90-de¬ 
gree angle, the man said that the 
government often reassigns satellite 
orbits and that might explain that 
phenomenon. 

Dave Downs discounted that ex¬ 
planation, though, saying that the 
orbital changes are gradual and 
would not be that abrupt or notice¬ 
able. 

Formisano attended the meeting 
with Kristen Cabral, of New Bed¬ 
ford, a fellow member of the As¬ 
tronomy Society of Southern New 
England. She became interested in 
astronomy in the sixth grade and 
was happy to find a place where peo¬ 
ple could discuss unusual astral 
events without being hooted down. 

AT THAT RECENT session, three 
hours flew by at warp speed as 
members mulled regular UFO topics 
and more. 

Are there rods, tiny, lightning-fast 
creatures whose movement can only 
be captured on modem sophis¬ 
ticated film? Or are those unex¬ 
plained lines on the picture frames 
simply imperfections of the film? 

If extraterrestrials are so vastly 
superior that they can travel across 
the universe from their world to 
ours, why don’t they identify them¬ 
selves to us or take us over? 

Janet Bucci said there often is an 
imbalance. Humans’ spiritual side is 
said to be not as well developed as 
the intellectual side, she said, and a 
similar imbalance might be prevent¬ 
ing aliens from establishing contact 
or domination. 

And so the night went: intriguing 
discussion, unanswered questions 
and reasons to return again next 
month. 


that says there could have been 
bodies (at Roswell), and the gov¬ 
ernment has been known to 
cover up things big-time.” 

Michael Welch, another mem¬ 
ber of the audience, said he is 
old enough to remember the 
“UFO craze of the ’50s and ’60s.” 

“I came to see if it’s still as 
intriguing and as frightening to 
me as it was when I was a 
child,” he said. “In the (commu¬ 
nist) hysteria of the ’50s, there 
was this displacement of fear of 
Russia ... to people from outer 
space.” 

“I just thought it would be 
intriguing,” said Sandy Herold. 
“It’s the kind of intellectual 
stimulation that the La Crosse 
area needs more of. 1 believe in 
exploring all the possibilities.” 
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Alien contacts to be revealed 
in lecture at UFO Museum 

The International UFO Museum and Research Center pre¬ 
sent’s Dan Sherman with “Project Preserve Destiny, Insider 
Account of Alien Contact & Government Cover-up” at 7 p.m. 
Saturday. 

Sherman spent almost three years as an Intuitive commu¬ 
nicator while serving in the United States Air Force. In his 
book, “Above Black," he tells of his training and things he 
learned from his alien contacts. These events led him to seek 
a discharge from the USAF at all costs. 

During the 2'k years Sherman spent on Project Preserve 
Destiny, he claims to have officially communicated with two 
separate alien entities. The author’s military record confirms 
he has held many of our nation’s top security clearances. 

Serving over 12 years in the United States Air Force. Sher¬ 
man has been recognized for heroism and has been decorat¬ 
ed with the AF Commendation Medal and the AF Achieve¬ 
ment Medal with two oak leaf clusters. 

Doors will open at 6 p.m. at the UFO Museum, 114 N. 
Main St., and the lecture is free to the public, although dona¬ 
tions are accepted. 

CR: G. Fawcett 
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To walk among the stars 


Search for life beyond Earth 
cause for sense of wonder 


Editor's Note; This second of two parts 
concludes a weeklong series on black 
world projects and UFOs. Valley 
Press writer William F. Wu has a 
doctoral degree in American 
culture and is author of nu¬ 
merous science fiction and 
fantasy novels. His work 
has been nominated for the 
prestigious Hugo award and 
one of his stories, “ Wong’s 
Lost and Found Empori¬ 
umwas produced as a 
1980s Twilight Zone an¬ 
thology TV episode. 

By WILLIAM F. WU 
Valley Press Stall Writer 

PALMDALE — Some peo¬ 
ple search the night skies for 
UFOs. They range from the 
credulous to the skeptical. Real 
scientists, along with the merely curious, 
search the heavens for extra-terrestrial 
intelligence. 

In Saturday’s edition, the previous in¬ 
stallment of Dark Skies began a review 
of lore and attitudes regarding the over¬ 


lap between black world aerospace and 
UFO sightings. Today’s installment con¬ 
cludes Dark Skies with an account of 
professional research into these 
subjects. 

Tom McDonough, SETI 
(Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence) coordinator 
for the Planetary Society, 

I also has the title of senior 
scientist of the Skeptics 
Society. 

A thoughtful, articulate 
man who has often been in¬ 
terviewed regarding the 
possibilities of intelligent 
alien life for televised docu¬ 
mentaries, McDonough is the au¬ 
thor of the science fiction novel, 
“The Architects of Hyperspace” 
(iUniverse.com). 

McDonough said the missions of both 
organizations have a bearing on the sub¬ 
ject of the potential for life outside Earth. 

He explained that the Planetary Soci¬ 
ety was founded in 1981 to support the 
exploration of Mars and the rest of the 



solar system. 

Its range has expanded; 
throughout the years, the society *• 
has funded the work of researchers 
such as Paul Horowitz, who studied 
radio signals from space in search of 
signs of intelligent life, and Charles 
Townes, Nobel prize-winning inventor 
of the laser, who conducted searches 
for pulsating light as evidence of extra¬ 
terrestrial life. 

McDonough went on to describe the 
Skeptics Society as “a group of scholars, 
scientists, magicians and ordinary peo¬ 
ple who analyze claims about UFOs, 
psychic phenomena, creationism and 
other controversial ideas, publishing 
results in a magazine, The Skeptic." 

McDonough said the scientific basis 
for believing life exists be¬ 
yond Earth begins with a 
comparison of life on Earth 
with conditions throughout 
the universe. 

“We don’t find anything 
rare in forming life on 
Earth. ... No rare elements 
are involved. The sub¬ 
stances are very common." 

He added there are 
grounds for debate about 
how common other condi¬ 
tions regarding Earth are, 


such as Jupiter helping to protect 
Earth from comets by its size and 
location, lessening the chance of 
collisions cataclysmic enough to 
destroy all life on our planet. 

McDonough pointed out that 
while life elsewhere in the uni¬ 
verse seems likely based on the ex¬ 
ample of Earth, whether life will 
develop intelligence remains a 
question and “makes it worth look¬ 
ing." 

He explained that a way to ap¬ 
proach this question, known as the 
Drake Equation, was formulated 
in 1960 by Frank Drake, a scien¬ 
tist working with Project Ozma to 
find newly formed stars with a ra¬ 
dio telescope. 

The Drake Equation breaks 
down the big question of whether 
intelligent life exists elsewhere in¬ 
to a series of smaller questions, in¬ 
cluding how many stars have plan¬ 
ets; how many planets have an or¬ 
bit in the habitable zone (neither 
too hot nor too cold); how many 
planets with life might have intel¬ 
ligent life; and how long is a civili¬ 
zation detectable through space? 

“We have evidence for several 
hundred billion stars similar to 
the sun," McDonough said. “We’ve 
found several dozen planets at 
nearby stars, though they have 
lousy orbits (to support life)." 

This evidence suggests more 
distant stars also have planets. 
“Planet formation .... seems con¬ 
firmed. Planets are just the debris 
left over when a star is formed." 

McDonough remained a skeptic, 
however, about the Roswell event - 
the keystone incident in which 
UFO advocates believe the Army 
covered up the crash of an extra¬ 
terrestrial craft. 

McDonough likes the Air Force 
version, once known as Project 
Mogul. 

“It looks like there was a secret 
experiment near Roswell with a 
balloon intended to listen to acous¬ 
tic waves from Russian explosions. 
... They had used tape — already 
available — to bind stuff, that had 
a design on it. This gave rise to (re¬ 
ports of) an alien language. 

“First it was called a weather 
balloon. This seems to have been 
mixed up with another event, an 
experiment where balloons 
dropped mannequins to see how 
they fell." 

This, McDonough believes, 
caused witnesses to think they 
had seen alien bodies. 

“There’s nothing convincing to 
me about aliens visiting. ... I actu¬ 
ally take it seriously. It’s possible 
we’ve been visited in history. I 
don’t know anyone in the SETI 
community who believes in 
UFOs.” 

McDonough added that when 
he’s invited to participate in a pan¬ 
el discussion on UFOs, he’s being 
asked to join as a skeptic in order 
to balance the claims of those who 


believe aliens have visited Earth. 
For that reason, he rarely has a 
chance to explain that he is open 
to the subject of alien visitation. 

Some , in the UFO community 
“accuse me of being close-minded. 
I’m glad people are looking into it. 

I find historical reports especially 
interesting. But they all have oth¬ 
er explanations.” 

He has a blunt view of reports 
that aliens have abducted hu¬ 
mans: “I find it unconvincing. No 
one has brought back a piece of 
technology. There are metals that 
only mix in space. I look for hard 
evidence and don’t find it." 

What about the rumors of alien 
spacecraft at Area 51? 

“A case of a secret area where 
the military has secret stuff, 
weird-looking stuff. The stealth 
fighter and bomber looked really 
weird (when secret). The military 
is interested in remote battlefield 
vehicles. They would make good 
UFO candidates." 

Given McDonough’s skepticism 
about aliens visiting Earth, in his 
opinion why have the stories fasci¬ 
nated the public so much? 

“American culture has been es¬ 
pecially receptive to UFO reports. 
Science fiction movies are so popu¬ 
lar. America is the most future-ori¬ 
ented country in the world.” 

Soucoupe volante? 

Granted, but of course America 
is not the only future-oriented 
country in the world. 

In May, the Boston Globe re¬ 
ported on a new, approved English 
translation of a study by the 
French military, a 90-page report 
called, “UFOs and Defense: What 
Should We Prepare For?" 

The study did not specify 
“soucoupes volantes," or flying’ 
saucers. 

Based on a three-year study, of¬ 
ficials including retired generals 
from the French Institute of High¬ 
er Studies of National Defense, a 
strategic planning agency, exam¬ 
ined almost 500 international 
aeronautical sightings and radar 
or visual cases, including pilots’ re¬ 
ports and data from other coun¬ 
tries’ air forces. 

They concluded that about 5% 
cannot be easily attributed to 
earthly sources, including secret 
military exercises. 

This 5%, compiled by French Air 
Force Gen. Bernard Norlain, ap¬ 
pear “to be completely unknown 
flying machines with exceptional 
performances that are guided by a 
natural or artificial intelligence." 

The credentials of the authors 
are impressive: Gen. Norlain, for¬ 
mer commander of the French Tac¬ 
tical Air Force and military coun¬ 
selor to the prime minister; Gener¬ 
al Denis Letty, an air force fighter 
pilot; and Andr6 Lebeau, former 
head of the National Center for 
Space Studies, the French equiva¬ 
lent of NASA. Other contributors 
included a three-star admiral; the 


head of a government agency 
studying the subject; and scien¬ 
tists and weapons engineers. 

With such respected authors 
and extensive data, the French re¬ 
port on UFOs is difficult to dismiss 
out of hand. 

Edgar Mitchell, Apollo 14 astro¬ 
naut, was quoted saying, “People 
have been digging through the 
files and investigating for years 
now. The files are quite convinc¬ 
ing." 

The fact that a military group 
conducted this study is significant; 
the possibility of alien visitation 
has always, of course, carried the 
possibility of alien invasion. 

For Ameri¬ 
cans, Holly¬ 
wood has 
spread the 
question most 
effectively. 

The movie 
“The Day the 
Earth Stood 
Still," starring 
Michael Ren¬ 
nie and Patri¬ 
cia Neal, ap¬ 
peared in 
1951, a mere 

four years after the Roswell inci¬ 
dent. 

It was loosely based on a story 
published in a science fiction mag¬ 
azine, “Farewell to the Master,” by 
Harry Bates. In the film, an alien 
visitor and his giant robot arrive 
on Earth in a huge disk-shaped 
spacecraft, with a stern message 
about peace. 

In “Earth vs. the Flying Sau¬ 
cers’ (1956), the alien visit has 
nothing to do with peace. 

Both were precursors to films 
such as “E.T.: The Extra-Terrestri¬ 
al" (1982) and “Independence Day" 
(1996). 

Together, the two previously 
mentioned films early in the sec¬ 
ond half of the 20th century helped 
set the tone, and pose the central 
military questions, about alien vis¬ 
itation in the minds of the public. 

Belief: Roswell researcher 

Kevin D. Randle, who has a doc¬ 
toral degree in psychology, has 
conducted extensive research into 
the question of alien visitation. 

A co-author of “The Truth About 
the UFO Crash at Roswell" with 
Donald R. Schmitt, Randle’s latest 
book has just been released, “The 
Abduction Enigma” by Kevin D. 
Randle, Russ Estes and William P. 
Cone, Ph.D. 

Randle said the new book con¬ 
cludes there is no proof to support 
claims of human abduction by al¬ 
iens during the last 35 years. 

Asked about Area 51, Randle 
said: “1 was out to Area 51 with 
Larry King. I think what’s going 
on is the creation of the next gen¬ 
eration of military aircraft. Is 
there alien spacecraft at Area 51? I 
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don’t think so.” 

So far, Randle sounded like a - 
confirmed skeptic regarding 
claims of alien visitations to 
Earth. What about Roswell? 

“There’s no doubt in my mind 
that what fell at Roswell is extra¬ 
terrestrial." 

Randle bases his judgment on 
the research he and his co-author 
Schmitt have done, including gov¬ 
ernment documents and inter¬ 
views with eyewitnesses to the re¬ 
sidue of the crash near Roswell 
about 11:30 p.m. on Friday, July 4, 
1947. 

Knowing the argument for ex¬ 
traterrestrial origins of the Ros¬ 
well event has often been ridi¬ 
culed, he added that if the civilian 
witnesses are discounted, “we can 
make a much stronger case." 

The 509th Bomb Group was sta¬ 
tioned at Roswell Army Air Field 
in the summer of 1947. Randle 
cites Maj. Edwin Easley of the 
509th, who was provost marshal in 
charge of the military police who 
secured the crash site. Easley 
eventually retired as a colonel. 
Randle interviewed Easley several 
times in 1989 and 1990. 

“I always got the impression he 
wanted to help as much as he 
could without violating his oath,” 
Randle explained. “He said, ‘1 
promised the president (Eisen¬ 
hower) I wouldn’t talk.’ 

“I asked, ‘Do you think it’s ex¬ 
traterrestrial?’ 

“He said, ‘I don’t think it’s the 
wrong path (to investigate).’" 

Randle also pointed out the 
presence of Maj. Jesse A. Marcel, 
who was the first officer, along 
with plainclothes counterintelli¬ 
gence officer Capt. Sheridan 
Cavitt, to reach the crash site, led 
by a civilian. 

Marcel 
viewed debris on 
the crash site 
and filled his 
staff car with as 
much of it as he 
could. Later the 
509th would se¬ 
cure the area 
and gather up 
the remaining 
debris, also tak¬ 
ing what Marcel 
had brought 
back to the base. 

In a 1979 interview quoted in 
“The Truth About the UFO Crash 
at Roswell," Marcel said, “I was 
pretty acquainted with most 
things that were in the air at the 
time, not only from my own mili¬ 
tary aircraft but also a lot of for¬ 
eign countries, and I still believe it 
was nothing that came from 
Earth. It came to Earth but not 
from Earth." 

Shortly after the debris had 
been gathered, Marcel was photo¬ 
graphed with a general and the re¬ 
mains of a weather balloon, but he 
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later said the Walloon fragments I 
- were not the debris he had found" 
on the crash site — and he had 
been ordered to remain silent at 
the press conference that followed 
the picture-taking. By then he no 
longer had possession of any crash 
debris himself. 

Randle emphasized that of the 
staff officers of the 509th involved 
in the Roswell incident, all but one 
suggested the debris was extrater¬ 
restrial. 

He discounts the longs tanding 
government claim that the debris 
was the remains of a weather bal¬ 
loon. 

“These guys (the officers of the 
509th) were so stupid they couldn’t 
recognize a weather balloon?” 

Referring to the extensive infor¬ 
mation in “The Truth About the 
UFO Crash at Roswell," Randle 
said the case for an alien space¬ 
craft crashing at Roswell is sound. 

“If we take a look just at alien 
visitation, I think the answer’s 
yes. I think these other things are 
proven; they’re evidence. You’ve 
found a form of evidence that can 
be taken to the lab. They (scien¬ 
tists) don’t want to take this on 
faith.” 

Yet the debris actually found by 
Marcel — and what happened to it 
— seems to remain hidden from 
the public just as firmly as black 
world aircraft. 

Among the stars 

Life magazine reported in 
March of this year that 43% of 
Americans “believe in UFOs” and 
54% believe in intelligent life else¬ 
where in the universe. 

Americans have been consider¬ 
ing extraterrestrial life for over 
half a century now and still have 
no aliens, living or dead, or hard¬ 
ware from alien technology, in 
public view. 

Whether we humans are mis¬ 
taken that aliens have been to 
Earth or if they are observing us; 
whether they are, as H.G. Wells 
wrote, “vast and cool and unsym¬ 
pathetic” or if they are peaceful 
and benign are questions that re¬ 
main in the realm of belief and not 
proof, yet they have already 
caused us to look upward with a 
new sense of wonder. 

By entering our minds, the 
questions have altered our culture 
and challenged our vision. 

Kevin Randle, part skeptic and 
part believer in alien contact, has 
his own view about the attraction 
of this subject for the public. 

“Isn’t it just the mystery?” Ran¬ 
dle responded. “If we can somehow 
solve this mystery, maybe we can 
walk among the stars." 




LIFE AT KEN-CARYL, Littleton, CO - Nov. 8, 2000 


Unusual Business Intrigues Those Passing By 


by Mary Hastings 

The international headquarters of the 
Mutual UFO Network, Inc. has opened 
its doors to the public in its first ever store 
front location in the Ken-Caryl Market¬ 
place. It didn't take long to get the atten¬ 
tion of this reporter who understood many 
people might be hesitant about casually 
walking into the place where drawings of 
aliens and photographs of apparent UFO’s 
are prominently displayed. 

Founded on May 31, 1969, the Mutual 
UFO Network, Inc. (MUFON) is an inter¬ 
national scientific organization composed 
of people seriously interested in studying 
and researching the phenomenon known 
as unidentified flying objects (UFOs) by 
combining their mutual talents, areas of 
expertise and investigative reports. 
MUFON's Board of Consultants, most of 
whom are PhDs or MDs representing 50 
areas of science, technology, medicine, 
psychiatry, psychology, theology, engi¬ 
neering, astronomy, communications, 
political science, photo analysis, etc., are 
readily available as an advisory group to 
apply their expertise to UFO cases under 


study and to conduct advanced research 
in their respective fields. The organiza¬ 
tion is continually working to get govern¬ 
ment records unsealed to assist them in 
finding answers to unusual phenomena. 

While the organization’s stated mission 



is to determine the origins and purposes 
of UFOs and their occupants, an important 
corollary is to inform the general public of 
MUFON’s presence, activities and find¬ 
ings. MUFON believes, “The public has a 
right to know the evidence in support of 
UFO reality. With a firm understanding 
of the facts and issues involved, a sound 
public policy can take form." 

In order that only qualified, competent 
and sincere people may become involved, 
membership in MUFON is by invitation 
only. Currently, MUFON has 3,000 mem¬ 
bers in 65 different countries. The orga¬ 
nization's first international director was 
Dr. Alan Utke, a professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Wisconsin. Walter H. Andrus, Jr., 
formerly in charge of quality control for 
Motorola, succeeded Utke. In July 2000, 
Littleton resident John Schuessler, a retired 
aerospace engineer with Boeing and 
MUFON founding member, was named 
the new international director. Schuessler 
was directly involved in the development 
of life support systems for the Gemini 
space program as a contractor for NASA 
in Houston, Texas. 



International MUFON Director 
and Author John Schuessler 


Schuessler states, “I’ve seen too many 
unexplainable things in outerspace (and on 
earth) while working for NASA to deny 
the existence of extraterrestrial life. This 
organization was bom out of being put off 
by government agencies when we tried to 
find answers to these space age mysteries.” 
Schuessler was the primary investigator of 
the Texas Cash-Landrum UFO Case, one 
of the most well-documented UFO mys¬ 
teries on record that has confounded both 
the military and research experts. 

When MUFON investigators (many of 
whom are police officers) are assigned to 
a case, the list of areas they must cover is 
overwhelming, yet necessary to the in¬ 
tegrity of the investigation. Identifying a 
hoax from a legitimate encounter means 
researching everything from the witness’ 
state of mind and overall psychological 
disposition to what was going on in the 
environment at the time of the alleged 
encounter. 

Ruling out the explainable is critical; for 
instance, wind can alter the strength and 
direction of sound vibrations causing noise 
distortions. Other examples: U.S. weath¬ 
er stations and some military installations 
periodically launch white or orange weath¬ 
er balloons which may appear disk-like 
or globular when reflecting sunlight or 
moonlight. Kites are made in a variety of 
shapes and can reach a great altitude. 
When seen at a distance as an erratically 
moving unidentified object or glowing 
reflection, they may cause UFO reports. 
Some pranksters in the past have affixed 
small flashlights and even road flares to a 
high flying kite at night and thus set off a 
rash of UFO reports. 

Schuessler was one of only a handful of 
experts to be asked by the United Nations 
to speak at an international symposium 
where interested individuals from around 
the world filled the U.N. auditorium with 
an overflow crowd sitting in the aisles. 
The U.N. wanted to understand how the 
global community could best prepare to 
greet and understand these anomalies. 

John and wife Kathy greet visitors at 
the Ken-Caryl location where anyone is 
welcome to have a seat and browse 
through scientific literature or study the 
photographs and drawings on display. 
Schuessler says people will look in the 
window when they pass by, and he waves 
them in with a welcome gesture. Some 
people scurry away while others accept 
the invitation and enter to settle their 
curiosity about the place and this novel 
organization. 

“People like mysteries," says Schuessler. 
“They see something they can't identify 
and they want to find answers. Most peo¬ 
ple are very sincere when they show an 
interest. They just want answers. This is 
a place where people can walk into a non¬ 
threatening atmosphere and get informa¬ 
tion or share an experience.” 
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The six circles in Vick Buecksler’s grain field near Owatonna, Minn., become smaller from 
the biggest, which is 45-feet in diameter. 

Crop circles turn heads 
in southern Minnesota 


♦ Mystery may not 
have concrete answer 

By Faith Kammerdiener 

Owatonna People's Press staff writer 

OWATONNA, Minn. — Visitors 
from outer space? 

Sandy Janke, Owatonna, 
believes six crop circles found in 
Vick Buecksler s field south of 
Owatonna on Steele County Road 
45 could be evidence of extrater¬ 
restrial visitors. 

The circles are laid out in an 
east-west direction with the 
wheat laying in one direction in a 
circular pattern. 

The biggest circle, about 45 feet 
in diameter, is located on the 
west side. The circles become 
progressively smaller to the east. 
The sixth and smallest circle is 
about 4 feet in diameter. 

No visible tracks lead to the 
circles. 

“It's a mystery to me what it 
is,” Buecksler said as he walked 
around the circles last week. “I 
don't have any idea what did it.” 

Buecksler discovered the 45- 
foot circle about a week ago. He 
could see it from the farm road 
he drove down. 

He didn't discover the other 
circles until he and Janke started 


harvesting the field Buecksler 
showed Janke and her husband, 
Dan, the circles. 

“You guys just gotta see this,” 
Buecksler said as he led them 
out to the field. 

‘We had visitors’ 

When they viewed them, Janke 
didn't know what to think, she 
said. She admits it's pretty awe¬ 
some and a little scary. 

"Oh, I think we had visitors,” 
Janke said. 

When Buecksler first saw the 
crop circles, he thought army- 
worms had wreaked havoc in the 
field. At a closer inspection, he 
found none of the wheat cut off. 
It's just bent over into a circular 
pattern, he said. The circles are 
also equally spaced. 

“It almost looks like something 
was spinning and sat down,” 
Buecksler said. 

Crops circles are not just a 
modern phenomenon. 

According to information found 
on The Crop Circular Internet 
site, the circles are mentioned in 
texts as far back as 1678. Up to 
1970, almost 200 reports were 
made. 

Arthur Shuttlewood and Bryce 
Bond witnessed the first crop cir¬ 
cles in modem times. 

The two were sitting on the 


slope of Star Hill Warminster, 
England, hoping to catch a 
glimpse of the strange unidenti¬ 
fied flying craft that had made 
the area a UFO Mecca for almost 
a decade. 

The two witnessed in the moon¬ 
light 100 feet away an imprint 
take shape, a large circular area 
of plants collapsed in a circular 
pattern. 

Since then about 80 witnesses, 
including British Columbia resi¬ 
dents, have reported the forma¬ 
tion of crop circles. The circles 
occur in under 20 seconds and 
are often accompanied by sight¬ 
ing of unusual balls of light and 
shafts of light or structured flying 
craft. 

Most designs up until the 1980s 
appeared as simple circles and 
variations of the Celtic cross. 
Then the designs changed into 
straight lines, creating pic- 
tograms. 

After 1990, the circles exploded 
exponentially. Today, it's not 
unusual to come across designs 
mimicking computer symbols. 
Some occupy areas as large as 
200,000 square feet. 

Currently more than 9,000 crop 
circles have been reported and 
documented throughout the 
world, with about 90 percent 
emerging from England. 







[All British clippings courtesy of Timothy Good, unless otherwise credited.] 
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———— LETTERS — 


Circular argument 
leads us nowhere 


SCIENTIFIC tests and the 
hugely accurate geometry of 
genuine crop circles distin¬ 
guish them from man-made 
examples (Mall). 

It has been suggested that 
they have appeared only in 
fields where tractor tram¬ 
lines are present. 

It wasn’t until 1970-72 that 
Zeneca ICI, In consultation 
with farmers, introduced the 
tramline system to facilitate 
sowing and use of herbicides, 
pesticides and fungicides, 
heralding the start of inten¬ 
sive farming in this country. 

I have several reports of 
crop circles before tramlines 
existed, or where there were 
none in the location in which 
the circle appeared. 

Earliest reports of crop 
circles from people still alive 
start in the Thirties. A Mrs 
Songhurst told me that she 
saw large, anti-clockwise- 
swirling com circles 60 years 
ago when she lived in Co. 
Donegal, Ireland. People 
there lived a hand-to-mouth 
existence and had no reason 
to fake crop circles. 

Two intriguing reports 
come from airmen. One 
produced black and white 
photographs of two 20ft to 
30ft diameter crop circles 
taken from above RAF 
Tangmere, near Chichester 
in the summer of 1943. 

The other, a former 
squadron leader, had been 
stationed from 1957-64 and 
from 1968-69 at air bases in 
southern England. He 
reports: ‘Circles were not 
infrequent. I saw them every 
year in the same areas, in the 
large fields adjacent to 
Stonehenge and the rolling 
sides of Boscombe Down.’ 

Formations aren’t always in 
arable crops. There are 
reports of events in ice, snow, 
thistles, sugar cane, potatoes, 
cabbages, sprouts and puss, 
and in August 1993 a ringed 
circle appeared in sunflowers 
near Torgau in Sachsen- 
Anhalt, Germany. 

Accounts of circles in ice 
date back to 1930 in places as 
varied as the U.S., Sweden, 
Canada, and Ukraine. Scep¬ 
tics who suggest these circles 
were man-made fail to take 
into account the fact that the 
ice was too thin to bear 
human weight. 

In 1947, Lancashire tractor 
driver John Salisbury saw a 


Hoaxes or alien artefacts? A potato circle in Lincolnshire (above), barley damage 
in Sussex (top right) and an ice circle in Massachusetts (bottom right) 


circle in a potato crop. And 
in the summer of 1991, a 
farmer phoned filmmaker 
John Howard and asked him 
to photograph a circle which 
had appeared in his field of 
potatoes overnight. 

He found a broad ellipse of 
about nine yards in diameter. 
All plants within it were flat¬ 
tened and destroyed, their 
leaves and stems dead, while 
the plants in the rest of the 
field were strong and healthy. 

There is also a report of a 
circle measuring about 20ft 
in diameter in a large field of 
saffron thistles in the 
Goolagong area of the Bath- 
hurst District in Australia. 

In 1994, two formations 
looking like suspended 
cobwebs appeared in barley 
at Birling Gap, near East¬ 
bourne. 

The barley had been bent 
uniformly about 20in from 
the ground, just above the 
point where the leaf 
separates from the sheath. 

The top part of the crop 
had been bent over and was 
formed into myriad small 
vortices, each 12in to 15in in 
diameter, tightly interwoven 
and forming an overall 


webbing. None of the stalks 
was broken. The complexity 
of the web was astounding 
and its density such that it 
was difficult to walk through. 

A few rogue stalks of winter 
wheat from the previous 
year’s crop were unaffected, 
standing clearly visible above 
the twisted barley. 

What force could create 
such an elaborate and dense 
barley webbing and yet leave 
single stems of wheat 
untouched? 

Mrs LUCY PRINGLE. 

Petersfield, Hants. 

Alien graffiti 

AT LAST, all is revealed (or is 
it?). The revelation by 
Matthew Williams that most 
crop circles are man-made 
(Mail) are matched by the 
assertions of Prof Michael 
Glickman that ‘strange forces’ 
are behind them. No doubt 
members of the public can 
draw their own conclusions. 

I admit it was more fun 
when we could imagine alien 
beings on their annual inter- 
galactic holidays zooming 
into Wiltshire and Oxford¬ 
shire. using their hi-tech 


equipment to indulge in their 
own style of graffiti. 

BERT PRIDGEON. 

Littlemore, Oxon. 

Not a believer 

AN ACQUAINTANCE of 
mine has been making crop 
circles for years: Believers 
call them Hoaxers. 

Hoaxers differ from Believ¬ 
ers in that they make little or 
no money from their activity, 
whereas Believers have a 
vested interest (through 
conferences, tourists, etc) in 
keeping alive the myth that 
aliens are involved. On July 
16 this year, I witnessed a 
short, rotund, thirtysome¬ 
thing, ex-shaman, complete 
with wraparound shades, fat 
cigar and ponytail, explain a 
heart-shaped crop formation 
to astonished Japanese and 
German tourists. He said it 
was an alien sign of love. 

The crop formation creator 
standing among them lis¬ 
tened politely, then asked 
the man how it was done and 
how long it had taken. ‘It was 
created between 4am and 
4.30am and took between 
one and three seconds,’ 


came the unequivocal reply. 
The Hoaxer, unshaven, 
hollow-eyed and exhausted 
from his night-long endeav¬ 
ours, didn’t give the game 
away. 

It’s a spiral that neither 
group seems willing to cut. 

MARK WALKER, London N7. 


1 Crop circles 

® MIKE Wray’s description 
® of a crop circle site “glow- 
ing” before dawn (Letters, 
August 23) was interesting. 
0 C I doubt, however, if Colin 
O Andrews’s recently 
announced (but long 
g known by experiences) 
o statement that a kind of 
w magnetic energy exists 
& throughout many areas 
. beneath the ground will be 
S disproved by Mr Wray’s 
S’ information. 

*" As public relations officers 
' of SUFOG (Southampton 
"O UFO group) I’ve experi- 
jj enced this energy every 
■g, time I have visited 
c Avebury, once with a party 
w of 20 Americans interested 
£ in the paranormal diversi- 
o ties of the UK; and as 
Q. recently as June 24-25 with 
E SUFOG and the chairman 

2 of BUFORA, the UK’s long- 
■c running British UFO 

3 research association. 

5 The American lady I took 
to my favourite monolith 
O at Avebury shared a treme- 
X dous updraft of overpower¬ 
ed ing energy when we laid 
^ hands on the stone. This 
> has been repeated on the 
— skywatch in 1999. We also 
S visited crop circles near 
Silbury Hill on June 25. 
Entry into the circles pro¬ 
duced blinding headaches 
in a lady member and dis¬ 
orientation in the rest of 
us. This same physical 
aspect had already been 
experienced form our 
hands-on trip around the 
stone circle. 

However, I cannot agree 
with Mr Andrews totally 
since his theory ignores 
the intelligence and inten¬ 
tion and even choice in the 
patterns formed in dark¬ 
ness and usually within a 
short space of time. 

ERNIE SEARS. 

Netley Abbey, 
Southampton. 
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Stargazer spots some funny 
goings-on in the night sky 


A STARGAZER claims he has 
spotted a UFO in Shepway’s 
skies. 

Retired Les Stagg of Hythe 
Road, Dymchurch. saw a 
strange aeriel object. 

At first the object appeared to 
be a star but red in colour. But 
when Les took a closer look 
through binoculars he was 
amazed at what he saw. ‘‘It was a 
half moon shaped red dome the 
same shape and colour as a set¬ 


ting sun," he said. "It hovered 
over the Jehovah Witness house 
before moving towards 
Palmarsh. Then a silver cube 
started to revolve around it." 

Daughter Rebecca Ashby also 
says she heard the UFO as it 
hovered over Hythe. 

She said: "I was in bed and 
heard a strange noise, like a 
helicopter but more static. 

"I didn't get up but I wished I 
had when I spoke to dad." 


IT A BIRD? IS IT A PLANE? 


IS IT A BONE? 


Or do you have another (sensible) 
idea what this UFO might be? 


A UFO has been sighted in 
Medway. 

A Rainham couple, who do not 
want to be named, were sitting in 
their Wakeley Road garden, enjoy¬ 
ing Sunday’s warm summer evening 
when strange events unveiled. 

The man said his wife first saw the 
unidentified flying object. 

He said: "It was about ‘’.50pm 
when my wife said to me ‘What’s 
that up there?' 

“I looked and I could see some¬ 
thing. 

“It was scarcely visible to the 
naked eye - it was above the haze of 
the high altitude cloud, so it was 
very high up. 

“I went and got the binoculars and 
I thought, ‘W hat the blazes is that!’ 


• Our artist's impression of the 

mysterious object seen above Rainham at the weekend 


“I tried to think what it could be - 
a kiddie’s balloon, an aircraft, or a 
high altitude hot air balloon, or was 
it just my eyes, but no. What we saw 
was an object that cannot be identi¬ 
fied. ” 

But he was quick to add: “I’m not 


saying there were aliens there or 
anything. ” 

He described the UFO as having a 
solid circular figure-of-eight shape, 
almost like a dog’s bone. 

He said: “I’m very open-minded 
about what’s going on in the sky, but 


I’m not a fanatic. I love all sorts of 
aircraft - I like to look up and iden¬ 
tify the planes and normally I recog¬ 
nize them all. 

“I know people talk about UFO 
sightings a lot and you can shoot 
down lots of the claims because of 
meteorological reasons, but this is 
different and it couldn’t be an air¬ 
craft because it was still. ’’ 

But if you are expecting the cou¬ 
ple to be wackos or for the UFO to 
be fear instilling, you’re very wrong. 

The man said: “It didn’t frighten 
me at all, I just thought it was a bit 
baffling - it was such a peculiar 
thing. 

“This certainly denied normal 
logic, but then some things are com¬ 
pletely and utterly unexplainable!" 


A spokesman for RAF 
Aeronautical Information Service, 
the department that aims to be the 
first point of contact for UFO sight¬ 
ings, said there had not been a UFO 
sighting since a case in Bradford on 
1 August. 

But he couldn’t confirm or deny 
whether the UFO descriptions 
matched. 

Roy Lake, chairman and founder 
of London UFO Studies, said: "We 
have not had any calls about UFOs 
in Kent for a while, but I wouldn’t 
doubt his sighting.’’ 

• Did you see the UFO in Rainham? 
Can you explain it? If so. write and 
tell us at. Medway Standard. 12 
New Road Avenue. Chatham ME4 
6 AT 
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rrs THE most outlandish alien theory yet Beings from 
outer space establishing secret bases on Earth, and 
travelling in ships that are just as much at home beneath 
the sea as they are in the skies. Beyond belief? Perhaps. 
But a new book expounding the Idea is written by one of 
the world's most respected authorities on UFOs, Timothy 
Good, and his findings are supported by one of Britain’s 
most senior military men, retired Admiral of the Fleet Lord 
Hlll-Norton. Here, In the first of two articles. Good sets out 
his case. Read it, and make up your own mind... 





N THE morning of 
September 4, 1971, four 
members of the 
National Geographic 
Institute of Costa Rica 
were flying in a twin¬ 
ed aircraft 10,000ft above 


E 


by 

Timothy 

Good 


t olrn n_i.„ v. . Other USOs have been seen in lakes 

Lake Cote, near the Central and open seas around the world 
American state’s forbidding sometimes giving out light, some- 

Arenal volcano. times deeply submerged, sometimes _ 

A special map-making camera was below the surface, sometimes I 

slung underneath their plane. It was across it — and sometimes, 

automatic and large-format, and M at Lake Cote, entering or leaving. THERE is one pi - - 

every 20 seconds it took another Evidently, many of the objects we wh ®L e wF e ?^ s Unlde ntifled Sub¬ 
photograph of the lake beneath. are accustomed to call UFOs can just me rgible Objects are particularly fre 

— easily travel in water as in the air ^uent, particularly strange. 


Submergible Objects the latest space 


menace? Judge the facts for yourself 


one place in the world 


When the photographs were devel- 88 ea sily i __ 

oped, one or the frames showed what On the night of November 6 1973 a Ri ?°-Caribbean’s so- 

seemed to be a metallic disc about unique encounter with a USO cabe d Island of Enchantment, lies in 
160ft in diameter, which had just left, occurred off the coast of America 2 ne corn ® r the a 1 ®® th ®t has 
or was on the point of entering, the Fishermen in Pascagoula. MIssIssIddL S£F om ? known as the Bermuda 
lake. It was giving off light, and had reported it; coastguards confirmed it Triangle ’ renowned for the disap- 
made a sudden manoeuvre at the There were nine witnesses ’ pearances of ships and boats, and for 

instant the photo was taken. The 0 

The object showed up on neither in shai 


the There were nine witnesses. , _... . , „ . . 

° r eUJ H PUCal m this ^rmer^8 g cotony'whose ^t- 
the previous frame of film nor the one 8. ave ltics and defence are still inextricably 

afterwards. Checks on the negative The *^2 bound U P ***** America, that much of 

eliminated tricks of the light as an ^ al fi rm , said my research into the USO phenome- 

explanation. it looked like a mini-submarine’and non has focused. 

What the geographers had seen was water It A 8r eat deal o{ the strange activity 

n extraordinary but little-known to hlt lt »Jt“ ^ ;* I ! tred on l , he 


phenomenon — a U80. Unidentified 
Flying Objects, or UFOs, have been 
reported for centuries. What few 
people realise is that USOs — Uniden¬ 
tified Submergible Objects — have 
been reported lor almost as long. 

Sometimes, as in the mysterious 




their paddles. 28,000 acres of mountainous rain¬ 

forest known as El Yunque, on the 
north-eastern coast. 

H. W IY5 R ' eaC ? ti™ they tried j os< s Orlando Oolls, who works for 
I° ™ ake contact, the light the Puerto Rican government, lives 
would go out and reappear in close to El Yunque. 'Many people 
anotherposition. When coast- have seen UFOs flying over the water 
gUa f 2 ^TF Cei ? 4 rfF e *f mimoned ’ close to the surface,’ he told me. 


incident at Lake Cote a UFO can be tZLutZriZZr?? 1 ku w 5t close to the surrace,’ he told me. 

seen transforming itself into a tiro ^°9' tdt the USO. They ‘Once, at lam, we saw one with many 

seen transforming itself into a USO, succeeded and reported that the coloured lights flying next to the sek 

object, whatever it was, felt metallic, just over the surface. 


or vice versa. 

thm^have bee^^umerous P oUier 

MMKaassf KaSSSSSSTSi 

men, out on the lake in the small for drerer' 8 

hours, have seen various objects steaony ror deeper water. 

below them, giving off coloured lights. 


At first we thought it was a boat. It 
seemed to be dark underneath and 
had lights — mostly red and blue — 
at another, upper level. Then it 
angled and moved upwards. It made 


The intensity of its light varied from a humming sound, and seemed to 
nothing to a glare that was sometimes bead ^ the direction of El Yunque. ’ 
oWecte^has^ausedTthe^men^toYose to ° b ^ ght to look at a torch **** mvera 15 a ^er with an under- 

theh bal^ce aifd rlsk nmnSinv ntn was shone at it, the light 'turned o£T water salvage company based near 
tte^fThCTtaveitao P bS§btaiSrf u ” tU the beam was removed. 'The the American Naval Air Station 
for areducticm I nth p f£h ilatfnn Phenomena observed were not con-! which adjoins El Yunque, one of many 
ror a reduction in the Hah population. slstent with any known nshi other | U S. bases on the island. He con- 
One^momin^around 9am, two men marine life or known light source, ’ * firmed to me that UFOs and USOs 
heard a metallic noise coming froE: concluded the coastguard report. have frequently been observed — 
the lake and saw an object emerge g 0 W hat was in the water — and why often American military personnel. 
JJjJJ f^ as sjj a P ed like a submarine was ft there? ‘Navy Seals — America’s elite spe- 

with three ‘domes’ on its top. It hung cial fo -j. ces — have sppn ijRO*hpfp - 

there for a few seconds, then shot off _ ^ _ mrenlrrt ‘Snmr hni? tnuPmrfh^t 

towards the mountains to the north. ♦= - “dSS 


to boats, then shoot off. They move 
too fast underwater to be ours.’ 

Another hotspot of activity is off the 
south-west coast. In an area known 
as Cayo Margarita, 15 miles out in the 
Atlantic, many fishermen, as well as 
commercial and private pilots, claim 
to have seen USOs entering or emerg¬ 
ing from the sea. Fisherman Aristides 
Medina said: ‘Once, I was fishing late 
at night and two of them passed 
under my boat, radiating a blue light. 
On other occasions, I have seen them 
when they emerge from the water and 
fly away at great speed.’ 

He has also seen them plunge into 
the water — and always in the same 
area of the sea. It would seem these 
objects have definite preferences as 
to which part of the ocean they 
choose to emerge from and enter. 

A was reported by a diver 

Inocencia Cataquet. He was in 
the water off Pena Blancas in 
the north-east of the island 
when he came across what appeared 
to be a disc-shaped submersible 
craft, lying on the seabed. 

The craft seemed to be camouflaged 
with a sand-like material in order to 
blend in with its surroundings. Next 
to it lay a rectangular object, with a 
transparent cable, which was moving 
around in the water. 

As if in reaction to the diver’s pres¬ 
ence, the cable was suddenly 
retracted. Unnerved, Cataquet raced 
for the surface — in time to see the 
disc emerge from the water with a 
loud buzzing sound and fly away. 


REMARKABLY vivid sighting 
er called 


WHAT is going on here? If strange 
metallic craft are emerging from the 


waters around Puerto Rico on any¬ 
thing like a regular basis, it is incon¬ 
ceivable that the military authorities 
could be una ware of i t. Some of the 
American bases in the area have 
exactly the sort of equipment 
that would be needed to track an 
object from the unknown. 

For example, there is the huge 
aerostat, or tethered balloon, that 
flies 15,000ft above the island’s 
south-west coast, with radar inst¬ 
allations slung beneath it to mon¬ 
itor air traffic. A number of wit¬ 
nesses claim to have seen strange 
flying objects in the vicinity. 

Puerto Rico is also host to the 
unique radio-telescope at Arecibo, 
a natural crater turned into the 
parabolic bowl of a gigantic 
receiving antenna — the largest 
and most sensitive radio- 
telescope in the world. 

O NE of the acknowledged 
roles of Arecibo is as a lis¬ 
tening post for alien life- 
forms broadcasting from 
outer space. The project is 
known as SETI — the Search for 
Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence. 

Yet, ironically, unusual craft and 
beings have been reported 
around the radio observatory 
itself. A large boomerang-shaped 
object was seen ‘hanging’ above 
the telescope. One night, wit¬ 
nesses saw a huge disc in the sky, 
followed by three triangular¬ 
shaped objects. 

Is the paradoxical truth that, 
while SETI looks for extra¬ 
terrestrial beings light years away, 
they are operating on its own 
doorstep? 


(continued on page 12) 
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On a visit to the site in January 
1999, I interviewed the observa¬ 
tory’s Dr Jos6 Alonso. He told me 
that many local people believe 
the observatory is a focus for UFO 
activity. 

‘This is a complicated issue,’ he 
said. ‘Sometimes I think military 
experiments are responsible for 
what people are seeing. There are 
people who say this is a U.S. 
government cover-up. 

‘As to aliens, statistically, there 
has to be something. There are 
between 200 to 400 billion stars in 
our galaxy, and 10 pc of them are 
of the same type as our sun. 

‘If other life forms exist, it’s only 
a matter of time and technology 
before contact is made.’ 

Certainly, the Arecibo site is a 
focus for strange phenomena. 
One of the strangest came in 
March 1993, when a former 
British Airways pilot, Oraham 
Sheppard, experienced a mysteri¬ 
ous ‘lateral displacement’, throw- 

S m miles off course, as he was 
his Cessna 172 light aircraft 
to the telescope. 

Sheppard, an expert navigator 
whose experience in the air spans 
four decades, and includes flying 
747s, describes it as the most 
bewildering moment of his career. 

‘After passing over the telescope, 
a feeling of unease and growing 
confusion came over me,’he says. 
‘Minutes went by with no idea of 
my position, but I was confident 
the west coast would soon appear 
at right angles to my course. 

‘I recall the shock of seeing the 
coastline, not at right angles to my 
course, but parallel. It became 
alarmingly clear that I was flying 
along the south coast. The naviga¬ 
tion error here is enormous and 
should be impossible.’ 

An on-board video camera 
confirms that Sheppard’s gyro 
compass was set to the correct 
bearing for his original course. It 
also confirms that he was flying at 
2,200ft — yet somehow he had 
passed over hills up to 3,900ft high. 

T HE aircraft’s instruments 
had appeared normal, and 
later weather checks ruled 
out a freak wind having 
blown him off course. None 
of the pilots to whom I have sent 
records of this flight can ratio¬ 
nalise the displacement. 

Sir Mark Thomson, a former 
Royal Navy Jet pilot who has taken 
a close interest in the strange 
events around Puerto Rico, is as 
baffled as he is impressed. 

‘It is one of the most important 

S ieces of evidence I’ve seen,’ he 
Did me. ‘There is no explanation 
in our laws of physics.’ 



Shock: Pilot Graham Sheppard 


Could such aerial displacement 
be linked to the disappearances 
that have made the whole area of 
the Bermuda Triangle so notori¬ 
ous — such as the flight of Grum¬ 
man Avenger torpedo-bombers 
that vanished off the Florida 
coast Just after World War n? 

In Puerto Rico, there are those 
who report incidents that are 
equally sinister and inexplicable. I 
interviewed two groups of wit¬ 
nesses who, on two separate 
occasions in 1988, claim to have 
watched as U.S. Navy Grumman 
F-14 lets were apparently ‘cap¬ 
tured’ or otherwise ‘absorbed’ in 
mid-flight by large, unknown 
aerial craft they were pursuing. 

Perhaps it sounds like fantasy. 
But on one occasion, at least, it 
seems that the object that caused 
such a disappearance may even 
have been captured on U.S. radar. 

♦ - 

‘MAYDAY, Mayday. We can see a 
strange object in our course. We 
are lost. Mayday. Mayday’ 

The distress-call came at 8pm 
local time on June 28, 1980. Jos6 
Luis Maldonado Torres, a 31-year- 
old pilot, was flying an Ercoupe 
415-D aeroplane, together with a 
22-year-old student pilot, from 
Santo Domingo to San Juan, 
Puerto Rico’s main airport. 

I have listened to a tape of some 
of the Mayday transmissions from 
the Ercoupe, leaked by a Federal 
Aviation Administration source, 
and the pilots’ anxiety is clear. 

‘A weird object in our course 
made us change course about 
three different times ... we have 
something weird in front of us... 
We are right again in the same 
stuff, sir.. 

After these words, the pilots 
were not heard of again. A sea 
and air search revealed no trace. 
However, a tantalising clue lies in 
the official report on the incident. 

During the Mayday alert, the 
American Naval Air Station at 
Roosevelt Roads in Puerto Rico 
was in contact with air traffic con¬ 
trollers at San Juan. At 8.16pm, 
11 minutes after the Ercoupe’s 
last communication, the Ameri¬ 
cans made an intriguing com¬ 


ment: ‘It looks like we may see a 
few of them out there ...’ 

What did this cryptic message 
mean? It suggests that the air sta¬ 
tion had made several radar con¬ 
tacts in the area where the plane 
disappeared. One of them, of 
course, was the Ercoupe. But 
what were the others? Might one 
of them have been the ‘weird 
object’, the disorienting ‘stuff’ 
that apparently engulfed the 
doomed plane? 

One possibility Is that the U.S. 
Navy had been monitoring what¬ 
ever weird phenomenon caused 
the plane’s disappearance. 

Jorge Martin, the island’s lead¬ 
ing UFO investigator, has an 
important contact within the mil¬ 
itary, a high-ranking officer con¬ 
nected to the U.S. Navy. 

From this source, we learn that 
the American authorities grew 
alarmed after a number of mili¬ 
tary aircraft, as well as private 
planes, disappeared in an area to 
the north-west of Puerto Rico 
known as the San Juan Trench. 

A steep undersea cleft in the 
ocean floor, the lowest point of 
this great chasm lies 30,000ft 
deep, further below sea level than 
Mount Everest is above it. 

H ERE is the deepest point in 
the Atlantic Ocean. The 
pressures of sea-water 
there would crush any sur¬ 
face creature, and any but 
the most specially-constructed of 
man-made submarines. 

According to Martin’s source, the 
Navy and Air Force found that, on 
a regular basis, a huge disc-shaped 
craft would come out of the sea in 
the Trench, sometimes ‘hanging 
stationary in the air on a great col¬ 
umn of water before vanishing or 
submerging again’. 

If this were not outlandish 
enough, there is more. Pilots were 
reportedly ordered to approach the 
object, oruy for their lets to ‘explode 
silently, to vanish into thin air’. 

Can these astonishing claims be 
true? And if so, what is the terrible 
secret lurking beneath the ocean? 

♦ - 

A STRETCH of 100 miles of open 
water divides Puerto Rico from its 
neighbouring island, the Domini¬ 
can Republic. That stretch is 
known as the Mona Passage. 

Almost half-way across it, some 
45 miles to the west of the last 
cape of Puerto Rico, lies the small 
roughly circular, uninhabited 
Mona Island. At the time of its 
last communication, the lost 
Ercoupe aircraft was just to the 
east of Mona Island. 

Other crews crossing the area 
have reported anomalies affecting 
their positioning. One pilot in a 
light aircraft noted an ‘an uncon¬ 
trollable spin’ of his compass. 

Jorge Martin’s U.S. Naval officer 
offers a remarkable explanation. 
His revelations about Mona 
Island are bizarre, extraordinary, 
and almost beyond belief. 

But when I showed my dossier of 


GLOSSOP CHRONICLE, Derbyshire, 
England - July 20, 2000 

BBC probes 
UFO riddle 

By DAVID JONES 


A BBC film that could 
shed more light on a 
Longdendale UFO 
phenomenon corridor 
that's been reported 
around the world is 
being made in 
Glossop. 

And producer Peter Trollope is 
promising no gimmicks and no little 
green men os he tries to solve a mys¬ 
tery that's been puzzling people for 
at least 30 years. 

He's even talking about u sizemology 
report to see if Longdendale s rocks arc 
the reason for the mysterious lights in the 
sky. 

Peter has been in Glossop researching 
the lights and other sightings and is now 
ready to make his film, 

But before the cameras start rolling, 
he's inviting sky watchers who have seen 
something unusual to reveal all. 

"There's seems to be strong paranor¬ 
mal activity in Glossop and Bleaklow 
and I am interested in hearing from peo¬ 
ple who may have seen lights in the sky 
and have not talked about it before." he 


said. In fact I would like to speak to any¬ 
one who has seen anything odd associat¬ 
ed with lights in the valley, and UFOs 
would come into litis." 

Peter, who promises to treat everything 
in the stictest confidence, plans to make 
a programme that’s entertaining and may 
come up with reasons why so many peo¬ 
ple claim to have seen strange lights hov- 
vering over Glossop and Longdendale. 

And why the area is such a magnet for 
paranormal activity. 

He is planning to be back in Glossop in 
the next week or so to begin filming the 
Close Up North current affairs pro¬ 
gramme which could hit the small 
screens in October. 

"I am not going to be sensational,” he 
said. 

And he definitely won't be going down 
the road of some TV film makers who 
have taken a more light-hearted look at 
the subject. 

"I want to see if there is a logical expla¬ 
nation for the sightings." he went on. 

If you have seen something unusual in 
the local skies you can contact Peter on 
0161 244 3106/3098, or by e-mail on 
peter.irollopc@bbb.co.uk. 

And give the Chronicle a call on 01457 
852669. 


EAST ANGLIAN 
DAILY TIMES, Ipswich, 
England - Sept. 30, 2000 

Book examines 
UFO evidence 

ONE of the most famous UFO 
sightings, alleged to have happened 
a few miles from Woodbridge, will be 
analysed In a new book published to 
mark the 20th anniversary. 

Author Georgina Brunl attempts to 
prove in her book there were UFO 
iandings on the perimeter of the 
American airbase in Woodbridge. 

The book, entitled You Can't Tell The 
People, will be published on 
November 24 and will investigate the 
famous UFO mystery. 

American service personnel claimed 
they saw a small triangular craft 
smashing Its way through pine trees 
during Christmas week of 1980 in 
Rendlesham Forest, close to the east 
gate of the airbase. 

When Ms Randles examined the 
Rendlesham Forest Incident, she 
concluded there were secret tests 
taking place on nearby Orford Ness 
and the sightings of strange lights 
near the airbase were used to cover 
up the research on the isolated 
shingle spit. 

The book, according to the 
publishers Sldgwick and Jackson, 
brings together the definitive 
account from the Ministry of 
Defence, military and police sources 
and first-hand witness testimonies. 
Ms Bruni is an investigative 
journalist and a public relations 
consultant who spent 30 months on 
her research into the Rendlesham 
Forest incident and interviewed more 
than 50 people. 


England - Nov. 11, 2000) 



Mystery: The unexplained object photographed in Lake Cote, Costa Rica 


evidence to Admiral of the Fleet Lord 
Hill-Norton, one of Britain’s most 
respected military figures, he had no 
hesitation in endorsing my findings. A 
former Chief of the Defence Staff and 
ex-chairman of the Nato military com¬ 
mittee, he is prepared to stake his rep¬ 
utation on it. 

‘People must make up their own 
minds,’ he says. ‘But before they do so, 
I would suggest that they try to imag¬ 
ine what their grandparents would 
have made, even in the 1950s, of the 
idea that men would shortly be walk¬ 
ing on the Moon, or that babies could 
be conceived in a test tube. 

‘They would have found such hap¬ 
penings as bizarre, fanciful and incred¬ 
ible as some of the matters which have 
been reported to Timothy Good by 
reliable and corroborated witnesses. 

‘If you look at the evidence and still 
do not believe something very odd is 
going on in Puerto Rico, you’ve brought 
scepticism to an art form. Anyone who 
does not believe in alien activity should 
be required to prove why they don’t, 
rather than the other way round.’ 

So iust what are these claims that so 
challenge conventional wisdom? In 
short, the U.S. Naval officer claims 
that Puerto Rico is the site of a huge 
subterranean alien base — a secret 
complex extending deep below the 
ocean, constructed by aliens and vis¬ 
ited frequently by their craft. 

The officer said: ‘We know that in the 
subsoil of the south-west of Puerto 
Rico there is an enormous subter¬ 
ranean facility, which extends under 
the sea as far as Mona Island. 

‘It is a base of “something” or “some¬ 
one” that is not from here, that 
appears to be “extra-terrestrial”. We 
have been following and watching the 
situation for many years — and we 
know that they are down there.’ 

F ar-fetched? Perhaps, but 

there are those who corroborate 
this account. In 1995, I met a 
senior reporter in Washington 
DC, who has provided me with 
information on the alien presence 
which he, in turn, obtained from a 
senior officer in the U.S. Air Force. 

My reporter contact, whom I shall 
call ‘John’, is a U.S. Army Intelligence 
veteran. His real name is known to 
Lord Hill-Norton, who can vouch for 
his impeccable credentials. 

John has always protected the iden¬ 
tity of his source. What seems certain 
is that he worked at the Pentagon in 
the USAF Air Staff and Joint Staff. 

According to this officer, it is known 
in senior military circles that aliens 
have been coming to Earth for a very 
long time. Following World War II, they 
are thought to have established per¬ 
manent bases — in Australia, the 
Pacific Ocean, the Soviet Union, the 
United States and the Caribbean. 

The officer did not give a location for 


the supposed Caribbean base,but I 
believe he is referring to Puerto Rico. 

Most remarkably, according to this 
source, the bases have been estab¬ 
lished with the knowledge and protec¬ 
tion of secret sections of the U.S. mili¬ 
tary. He says access to information 
about the alien situation is denied to 
all but a few senior personnel. 

‘What would happen,’ John once 
asked his source, ‘if I came out with all 
this, naming you?’ 

‘We’d just makeyou look very fool¬ 
ish,’ replied the officer. 

R ELUCTANT though we may be 
to accept this astounding the¬ 
sis, the weight of testimony 
emerging from Puerto Rico is 
breathtaking. We even have two 
witnesses who claim to have been pre¬ 
sent in alien craft as they rode into the 
kind of alien base described by the 
American Naval officer. 

Carlos Manuel Mercado claims to 
have been taken in an alien craft to a 
base in the mountains adjoining Lake 
Cartagena, in the south-west of the 
island, in 1988. ‘As the craft 
approached the El Cajul mountain,’ he 
told me, ‘I saw this brilliant light, 
something opened up, and the craft 
went in there, through a sort of tunnel 
and into a large cavern.’ 

In 1980 Ivan Rivera Morales, a Puerto 
Rican police officer, was lying ill when 
his bedroom filled with golden spheres 
of light. Suddenly, he found himself 
inside a bizarre, transparent contrap¬ 
tion, beside alien beings of grey-skinned, 
humanoid appearance, about 4ft high. 

Morales was transported at a fantas¬ 
tic speed to a point high above Earth, 
then back to Fhjerto Rico’s south-west 
coast as the craft dived rapidly 
towards the sea. ‘The waters sepa¬ 
rated and a sort of tube formed in it, a 
void around the craft through which it 
went on descending to the depths.’ 

Morales describes being taken to an 
underwater mountain. Inside the 
dimly lit and freezing-cold base were 
other, similar beings. Morales was 
given a bitter-tasting drink and placed 
on a metallic bed. The next thing he 
knew, he was back in his house. 

Morales no doubt elaborated his story 
when feted by UFO enthusiasts. But 
the location of the alien base he claims 
to have visited ties in exactly with the 
area mentioned by the naval officer. 

Yet another coincidence? Perhaps, 
but the point comes at which there are 
too many coincidences and too many 
eyewitness accounts to ignore. 

On Monday I will reveal extraordi¬ 
nary reports that the U.S. military has 
gained access to alien technology and 
even engaged in 'war games’ with our 
extraterrestrial visitors. 

■ Extracted from UNEARTHLY 
DISCLOSURE by Timothy Good, 
published by Century at £ 16.99 . 

© Timothy Good 2000 
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Alien answers 

IP HOAXERS are responsible 
for creating that intricate crop 
circle (Mail), I challenge them 
to come forward and re-creute 
the circle under the watchful 
eye of observers. I very 
much doubt that anyone will 
or can. 

I would ask those who believe 
hoaxers created this geometri¬ 
cally precise maze to stand in 
the middle of a cornfield. Even 
in daylight, they would realise 
the impossibility of the task. 

Let's not forget that a few 
years ago, in a field near Stone¬ 
henge, a com circle consisting 
of about 150 circles of various 


dimensions appeared in broad 
daylight in 20 minutes. Despite 
being close to a major tourist 
attraction and next to a busy 
main road, no one saw anyone 
at all in that field. 

I'm no UPO fanatic. I’m a 52- 
year-old housewife who is fed 
up with being fobbed off with 
illogical explanations. It’S time 
pressure was put on those in 
Government to keep the public 
Informed of what is going on in 
our skies. 

For centuries there has been 
overwhelming evidence of alien 
life forms. Official confirmation 
is long overdue. 

Mrs J. DERBIDGE. 

Salisbury, Wilts. 


CR: S. Gerrard 
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TWENTY-FIVE years after they started to 
appear, those mysterious swirled patterns In 
our corn fields still have the experts running 
round in circles. There are almost as many 
theories about how they're made as there are 
crop circles, but the favourites are 
extraterrestrial visitors, electromagnetic fields 
... and mischievous teams of human hoaxers. 



Whatever the answer, they have certainly 



become masterful works of geometry and art. 
This summer has seen a bumper harvest, all 
turning up overnight and captured in dramatic 
aerial photographs by researcher Lucy 
Pringle. Here, JAMES CHAPMAN reviews the 
cream of the crop circles of 2000. 

Pictures: LUCY PRINGLE 


In a truly futuristic design, many flattened pathways criss-crossed this 
bizarre triangular pattern at Allington, Wiltshire, formed on August 1 


These four circles were formed around an ancient A star shape with precisely-arranged triangles and 
burial mound near Milton Lilbourne, Wiltshire, In July a broad ring at Roundway, Wiltshire, on June 26 





A spiral of flames A carefully-swirled ring An Escher-like 

around a circle (left) of circles, rings and chessboard (right) 

turned up in early pathways was spotted appeared on June 18, 

wheat on July 14 at on August 11, at Clench near Windmill Hill, 

Stowell, Wiltshire Common, Wiltshire Wiltshire 


Another vast ‘spirograph’ pattern appeared on 
August 13, at Woodborough, Wiltshire 


In mid-July, these rings and bubbles South Field, near Alton Barnes, Wiltshire, played host to 

turned up at Bishop's Sutton, Hampshire this spoked wheel pattern which appeared on June 19 


(continued on page 14) 
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Stretching some 250ft across a wheat field in Chilbolton, Hampshire, this symmetrical formation appeared 
just yards away from a manned radio mast on August 13 — and no one heard a thing during the night 


A scorpion-shaped pattern cropped up in the shadow of the ancient white horse carving at Uffington, 
Oxfordshire, on July 23. Visitors to the nearby hill had the perfect ringside seats from which to admire it 


A geometrical flower shape appeared on July 1, under Milk Hill 
near the Wiltshire market town of Marlborough ^ 


Curving pathways and rings make up this pattern seen This 180ft circle at Avebury Trusloe, Wiltshire, on July 22, Six star shapes within a circle appeared near the 

on August 3, in a wheat field at Oare, Wiltshire was hailed as the most dramatic pattern ever seen famous Silbury Hill, Wiltshire, on July 24 


■ LOOKING TO THE SKIES - Peter Bourne ETp,cture CAU9249 24 

Unidentified flying 
‘barrel’ baffles Peter 


WAS it a bird, was it a plane? A man 
claims he saw a UFO whiz over 
Desborough this week. 

Peter Bourne, of High Street, was 
lying in his garden early Monday 
afternoon watching planes over¬ 
head when something strange 
caught his eye. 

Mr Bourne said: "At a glance I 
thought it was something caught in 
the breeze but this thing carried on 
in a straight line 

"It was like a bat out of hell, much 
higher than any other aircraft and 
travelling twice as quickly. 

"It was not shaped like an aircraft. 
It looked like a barrel with a grey 
underbelly and brown ends." 

The 63-year-old builder watched 
the object across the clear blue sky 
until it disappeared behind a single 
white cloud 

He said "Many years ago I saw a 


crashing satellite but this was differ¬ 
ent." 

Gloria Dickson, director of investi¬ 
gations at the British UFO Research 
Association, said there had been no 
other sightings locally. 

She said: "We haven't had any 
reports from the area yet but nearly 
all observations can be explained 
Ninety per cent of UFOs turn out to 
be misidentification but there is a 
residual amount which are unex¬ 
plained 

"The main culprits are aeroplanes 
and military test aircraft which we 
don't know about. But it could also 
have been something astronomical 
- perhaps a meteor." 

Mr Bourne said: "I've considered 
all these things. I'm a fairly logical 
character and when I saw this I was 
bemused It was travelling far too 
fast to be a plane " 


Stargazer spots UFO over hotel 


UFO experts are inves- said the craft was above never seen anything manager of the Coombe library, said they saw 

tigating reports of a Coombe Hotel, in Brink- like it before and don’t Abbey Hotel, said: “If two spacecraft hovering 

strange craft seen hov- low Road, early last expect to again.” there was anything, above St Andrew’s 

enng over Binley Woods. Wednesday. The man nas reported nobody reported it to church in Church Street. 

An amateur stargazer He described it as a the sighting to a body of me.” He said the hotel And three years ago, a 
claims he saw the mys- white triangle with a agencies including the often held laser dis- man claimed he had 

terious object for almost red hexagon in the cen- British UFO Research plays, although none come face to face with 

half an hour. tre which was emitting Association and UFO was held on that night, an alien in a church- 

The 31-year-old,who did bright lights. Data Research Last year, workmen yard in Watts Lane, 

not want to be named. “It was amazing I’d Gary Aymes, general building Rugby’s new Hillmorton. Rugby 
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Governments think the truth is out there 


By CHUCK TOBIN 

Star Reporter 

If you’re left with the impression 
that governments dismiss unidenti¬ 
fied flying objects (UFOs) as folly 
because they like you to think that, 
there’s evidence to the contrary, says 
the founding directors of UFO*BC. 

Graham Conway and David 
Pengilly have interviewed countless 
people who’ve reported seeing UFOs. 
The duo have worked with a world- 
famous UFO photograph taken in 
B.C., and have investigated a rare 
UFO landing sight in the Port Coquit¬ 
lam, B.C. area. 

To the 304 registered delegates for 
the first Yukon UFO Conference held 
last weekend, Conway and Pengilly 
recounted a number of eyewitness 
accounts. 

Over the years, it’s been learned, 
there is a corridor in the Surrey, B.C. 
area that’s been a hotbed for sight¬ 
ings. 

They spoke to a group of young 
men who were literally shakin’ in 
their boots when they encountered a 
UFO at their favourite party place on 
a mountain next to Grouse Mountain, 
overlooking Vancouver. 

Conway said they’d brought their 
drink, and quite likely their marijuana 
too. 



Star Photo by CHUCK TOBIN 

DELIVERING THEIR MESSAGE - UFO*BC directors David Pengilly, left, and Graham Con¬ 
way presented several cases of UFO sightings at Saturday’s Yukon UFO Conference. 


of Montreal. 

As a precursor to the conversation, 
the scholar told Conway if he ever 
mentioned his name in connection 
with what he was about to tell him, 
he would deny it emphatically, Con¬ 
way told the audience. 

At the time, said the UFO investi¬ 
gator, St.-Hubert was receiving UFO 
reports from the Distant Early Warn¬ 
ing Line radar stations positioned by 
Norad across Canada’s North to pro¬ 
tect against any bombing attacks from 
that direction. 

‘They often got a lot of reports,” 
Conway said. He then recalled the 
words of the scholar. 

“My job was to decode the reports 
and push them through a slot in the 
wall. The message would come back 
and I would send them to Colorado. 
My personal opinion at the time: peo¬ 
ple in Ottawa did not know what was 
going on at the base." 

It’s not true that governments are 
not interested in UFOs, and it’s dou¬ 
ble-speak when they suggest to the 
eyewitnesses that it’s all in their imag¬ 
ination, Conway told the audience. 

‘There are people very interested 
in what is going on, and have been for 
a very long time,” he said. “I can tell 
you, somebody takes these reports 
very seriously." 


What they witnessed, however, 
has etched on their collective con¬ 
sciousness an indelible mark, much 
greater than any hangover. 

Just recently, a retired comman¬ 
der with the Canadian navy told of a 
spectacular 15-minute encounter with 
a spaceship while he was on grave¬ 
yard watch aboard HMCS Iroquois 
in 1952. 

The ship was travelling from 
Hawaii to Guam as support in the 
Korean conflict when one of about 30 
strange lights in the distance came 
quite close to the Iroquois, then fol- 


“David wanted him to describe the 
thing as a critter or creature,’’ Con¬ 
way said of Pengilly’s attempt to tone 
down the official report. “He refused 
to do that. He wanted to stay with 
alien.... His white dog developed 
brown and black patches on his fur.” 

During his investigation of the 
1974 Port Coquitlam landing wit¬ 
nessed by three boys aged seven, 
eight and 10, Conway contacted a 
friend who was a civilian employee 
at the Comox, B.C. Canadian mili¬ 
tary base, he told the audience. 

He wanted to know if the base had 


Through the years, said Conway, 
there have been several reports by 
witnesses who tell of phoning the 
Comox base to report unidentified 
flying objects. 

Many witnesses describe being put 
on hold, then being patched through 
to the North American Aerospace 
Defence Command (Norad) in Col¬ 
orado. 

And there’s been mention of Que¬ 
bec in some of the conversations, or 
at least in the background discussions 


while the caller is waiting to speak 
with the right person, Conway told 
the audience. 

One witness, he said, was put 
through to a party in Quebec before 
being rerouted to Colorado. 

He said in 1997, while pursuing 
scholarly analysis of dirt samples 
taken from the 1974 landing site, one 
of the scientists working on the sam¬ 
ple mentioned how he once worked 
in the 1960s at the St.-Hubert mili¬ 
tary base/airport on the south shore 


lowed next to it. 

“It stayed there for 15 minutes,” 
Conway told the audience. “He 
counted 24 windows. It just sat there, 
and he counted them, and then after 
15 minutes, it was gone.” 

The retired commander, now in 
his 70s, logged the incident as a 
meteor sighting. The next day, 
another sailor who worked the 
watches asked him about the report 
of a meteor, and his response was that 
it wasn’t really a meteor. 

“The other fellow said, T saw 
those a few nights ago'. I put down, 
‘many meteorites seen.’ ” 

The career navy officer, said Con¬ 
way, never mentioned what he really 
saw to anyone else, and only came to 
UFO*BC two years ago simply to get 
it off his chest. 

There was the case of a man who 
witnessed something strange moving 
through the roadside thicket while 
walking his dog. 


a branch assigned to investigating 
UFO sightings. 

Conway said he received no reply, 
but when attending a conference a 
year or so later, one which he knew 
his friend would be at, he approached 
the fellow to ask him if he’d received 
his letter. 

He was told by his friend that he 
wasn’t able to respond because he 
didn’t know if his mail was being 
monitored. 

“ ‘Well, what is the answer to my 
question?’ ” Conway said, recalling 
the conversation. “He said, ‘I can’t 
answer your question, but I can tell 
you there is an awful lot going on at 
this base the public knows nothing 
about.’" 


EVENING COURIER, Halifax, England - Sept. 5, 2000 

UFO experiences revealed 

FORMER Todmorden policeman Mr He remains convinced that the death 
Alan Godfrey is to recount his own close of a Polish man, whose body was found at 
encounter with an UFO - an Unidentified Todmorden coalyard four days after his 

Flying Object - at a J - 

national conference in 
Leeds later this month. 

Mr Godfrey will be 
speaking at an arm¬ 
chair Forum which 
opens the conference at 
the University of Leeds 
on September 15. 

In November 1980 
Mr Godfrey was on 
patrol in Burnley Road 
when he was confront¬ 
ed by what was 
described as a diamond 
shaped UFO the size of 
a double deck bus. 

His communications 
packed up and some 
minutes later he found 
himself 100 metres 
from where he had 

a u.u. icscaiuiei W1LI1 

Mr Godfrey, who Alan Godfrey secret film from shuttle 

later retired from West missions, including 

Yorkshire police after an ir\jury picked activity filmed round the Mir space sta- 
up earlier in his career, also remained tion. 

convinced that he was not the first close The three day conference is the largest 
encounter in Todmorden. event of its kind in Western Europe. 



der rather than 1 
inquest verdict of nat 
al causes. 

The body had bi 
marks to the head a 
an open wound on I 
neck, which Mr Godfi 
believes occurred dun 
an alien abduction. 

Another highlight 
the conference is expe 
ed to be film by sp< 
shuttle astronauts cl« 
destinely recorded by f 
mer Canadian cable 1 
manager Mr Mart 
Stubbs, who will 
introducing the shots 
the last day of the thn 
day conference. 

He will be followed 



ITALIAN dictator Mussolini 
nearly stayed out of World 
War Two because he was 
scared of FLYING SAUCERS. 

He had serious doubts about join¬ 
ing forces with Hitler after a series 
of UFO sightings in the 1930s. 

The pint-size Fascist was told by intel¬ 
ligence agents that the mystery aircraft 
might belong to Britain or France. 

The dictator’s jitters are revealed in 
official documents, known as The 
Fascist X-Files, uncovered by UFO 
researchers Roberto Pinotti and 
Alberto Lisoni in Rome. 

They say the Italian air force had sev¬ 
eral close encounters with alien space¬ 
ships in the run-up to the war. 

A cigar-shaped spacecraft flew over 
an I talian air base near Mestre in 1936 
and a giant “air torpedo” with windows 
was spotted above a military base. 

Mussolini set up a special section of 


■ by ADAM KENNET 

"Mulder and Scully" secret operatives 
to investigate. They concluded the inci¬ 
dents seemed authentic, but they could 
not identify whether the craft belonged 
to a hostile power. 

A secret service document noted: "The 
Duce has expressed his worries because 
he says if it were a matter of real English 
or French aircraft, his foreign policies 
would have to start all over again.” 

Invasion 

Mussolini took Italy into the war after 
being assured allied technology could 
not have produced the UFOs. 

In 1941, he made a cryptic reference to 
them. He said: “It’s more likely the 
United States will be invaded by 
unknown but warlike inhabitants from 
the planet Mars, who will come down 
on unimag inable flying fortresses, than 
from the soldiers of the Axis." 
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Strange UFO shadowed family in 1996 



Star Photo by CHUCK TOBIN 


ABDUCTION SUSPECTED - Hypnotist Helen Neufeld (right), and UFO eyewitness Collette 
Opper, discuss Neufeld’s work to help Opper remember her November 1996 encounter 
with unidentified objects along Hamilton Boulevard. 


By CHUCK TOBIN 

Star Reporter 

Though it’s been four years since she 
and her daughter saw three UFOs along 
Hamilton Boulevard in Whitehorse, only 
recently did former Whitehorse resident 
Colette Opper learn there might be more 
to the encounter. 

Opper told the audience at last Sat¬ 
urday’s UFO conference that she and 
her daughters were also shadowed by a 
UFO one night after leaving the Takhini 
Hot Springs. 

The Oppers now live in Edmonton. 
But in November 1996, Opper and her 
eldest daughter, Brianne, were driving 
to their home in the Granger area at 
about 10:30 p.m., following a perfor¬ 
mance at the Yukon Arts Centre, when 
they first saw a UFO. 

Four months later, while returning 
from the Takhini Hot Springs at around 
10 p.m., Opper and her three daughters 
watched as an unidentified object 
seemed to follow them all the way into 
the city from the Hot Springs Road. 

But the encounter of the closest kind 
apparently occurred during the Hamil¬ 
ton Boulevard incident, the audience 
was told by the 12-year Whitehorse res¬ 
ident, who worked as a recreational ther¬ 
apist for the Yukon government. 

As she and Brianne approached the 
big bend just before Elijah Smith Ele¬ 
mentary School, they saw three large 
lights hovering about five metres above 
the ground. 

Both Opper and her daughter 
remember breaking out in hysterical 
laughter, for no rational reason. They 
remember seeing the lights ahead of 
them, and then again as they looked 
back from a point just beyond the traf¬ 
fic lights. 

“But I do not remember being beside 
them.” 


After her first session in August with 
intemationally-renowned psychologist 
and hypnotist Helen Neufeld, both 
Opper and Neufeld suspect Opper’s 
Hamilton Boulevard encounter was one 
of the third kind. 

They suspect Opper and her daugh¬ 
ter were detained for however long - 
moments, minutes - by life forms aboard 
the three UFOs. 


“I did not see anybody because the 
light was so close around me,” Opper 
recalled for the audience. 

‘1 felt there was people there, I know 
there were beings there... I was think¬ 
ing, 4 Where is Brianne? I knew she was 
safe and I also knew she would be OK. 

‘The other thing that came out of that 
was something, the feeling that I was 
getting; there was some energy actually 


going into the left side of my brain, and 
it was a very different feeling.” 

Neufeld said in her 30 years’ expe¬ 
rience working with hypnosis, and as a 
chartered psychologist who’s been prac¬ 
tising privately for 21 years, she’s expe¬ 
rienced the difference between subjects 
under hypnosis who are reliving gen¬ 
uine and fabricated events. 

When it comes to the genuine 
moment, there’s no mistaking the change 
in body language, she said. 

As Opper relived the time between 
first seeing the lights and then glancing 
back at them, her face became distorted 
or contorted almost beyond belief. 


“The face was so totally, absolutely 
different... that there is no question in 
my mind that she was undergoing a dis¬ 
tasteful - distasteful may be the wrong 
word - but in awe.... It was grimacing in 
the extreme, but I did not see terror.” 

Both Opper and her daughter were 
left with marks on their body, marks that 
can look like bruises. But they do not 
fade like any bruise she’s ever seen. 
There’s no change in colour, from the 
black-and-blue prominence of the stan¬ 
dard bruise, and then fading to the yel¬ 
lowish tinge before it goes away. 

In this case, it’s as though the marks 
were there, and then they were gone. 

Neufeld, who’s also been a school 
educator for 30 years, told the audience 
the marks on Opper’s body, and how 
they eventually went away, are consis¬ 
tent with the experience by countless 
others who’ve reported similar encoun¬ 
ters. 

Opper said she decided to undergo 
hypnosis in August because she felt there 
was something lingering in the back of 
her mind. 

Brianne hasn’t undergone hypnosis, 
but may. Brianne knows her mother has, 
but they’ve not discussed the sessions, 
nor are they making a big deal out of the 
Hamilton Boulevard encounter. 

While raising three children and 
working, there’s not a lot of extra time 
to be preoccupied with the experience, 
she said. After all, Opper added, it was 
not a negative one. 

Opper explained in an interview that 
she decided to return to Whitehorse for 
the conference as a show of support. The 
conference was, in part, to show people 
it’s OK to talk about UFOs, with an aim 
of reducing the ridicule most often aimed 
at those who tell of eyewitness accounts. 

She remembers the ridicule her 
daughters faced at their local school 
when a local newspaper went to far in 
describing the family while recounting 
the Hamilton Boulevard experience after 
it happened. 

“It is just something for people to be 
aware of, because I did see what I did, 
and my children did see what they saw." 


Close encounters 
of the Vale kind 


By Phil Sunderland 


SPECULATION ibout a UFO 
sighting in the Vale has 
increased in the wake of last 
week’s Admag front page 

story. 

We have since heard from two 
other people who say they, like 
Jim Brace, a Unipart security 
officer, also saw a UFO on the 
night of June 4. 

Gemma Lawrence, aged 20, of 
Clevedon Green, South Littleton, 
said: “I first saw the UFO when I 
was in the car with my parents. 

“I was returning to South Little¬ 
ton from a pub in Cleeve Prior 
when I saw it, I shouted at them 
to stop the car, but we were near¬ 
ly home anyway.” 

"When we got home, I went 
outside and watched it for 10 


minutes, before it vanished. I 
called out to my mum and dad to 
come out and sec it.” 

Correct 

Gemma says that Jim’s account 
of the UFO - in which he said he 
spent an hour watching it circle 
over Long Lartin prison while 
rotating and Hashing lights - was 
pretty much correct. 

“It was a huge round rotating 
object with round lights on the 
side of it. 

"1 am completely and totally 
convinced it was a UFO. it was 
too big to be an airship or any 
kind of aircraft," she states. 

“It definitely wasn’t a laser 
show of any kind, you couldn’t 
possibly scale how big it was 
anyway.” 

The incentive to open an X-File 
could now be reinforced with an 


Evesham lorry driver’s story. 
Dave Seymour, aged 28. of Mill 
Street, called us to say he was on 
his way back from Wales and 
driving through Willersey when 
he saw the UFO. 

“1 saw something very strange 
in the sky and nearly crashed the 
lorry," he says. “1 got back into 
the yard at Honeybourne and 
parked the lorry when 1 saw it 
again and stood watching it for 
about 10 minutes.” 

“It was stationary, there was no 
sound, nothing, just silence as 
was described.’ 

He says he did not say anything 
until he read Mr Brace’s account 
because he was afraid no one 
would believe him 

He describes it as a massive cir¬ 
cular shape with what looked 
like little dim lights - “a beauti¬ 
ful looking thing”. 


DORSET EVENING ECHO, Weymouth, England - Sept. 22, 2000 

More mysterious sightings 


TWO more families today claimed to 
have seen mysterious flying objects off 
the Dorset coast. 

Paul Broad, his wife Denise, children 
Danny and Amy, spotted a silver V- 
shaped object in the sky while driving 
from Dorchester to their home at 
Walditch, near Bridport. 

He said: “I am sceptical about such 
things. But I haven’t got a clue what 
this was - it was very weird.” 

The sighting comes after the Roaf 
family on Portland saw a UFO over 
Lyme Bay. Other sightings have come in 


from Eype, near Bridport, and 
Overcombe Corner in Weymouth. 

Donna Dowden, 23, also says her fam¬ 
ily saw a bright orange glow moving 
around out to sea off Weymouth Bay. 

Mrs Dowden, who was with husband 
Perry, children Chelsea, eight, and 
Liam, one, said: "We were dumbfound¬ 
ed. It definitely wasn't a firework 
because it disappeared and then came 
back again quite fast. 

“It was in the sky and was almost 
golden, although it didn’t have a defi¬ 
nite shape.” 


CENTRAL SOMERSET GAZETTE, 
Wells, England - Aug. 31, 2000 

Unusual lights 

Visitor* to a candle-lit evening celebrating 
the full moon saw more than they had bar¬ 
gained for. 

The two-and-a-half acre grounds of the 
Chalice Well Gardens were lit with hun¬ 
dreds of candles and lanterns as the guests 
were readying themselves to enjoy a one- 
hour recital by John Dalton. 

It was then that a bright light appeared in 
the sky. 

Lynne Orchard, guardian of the Chalice 
Well, said it was accompanied by a roar 
which sounded like an aeroplane, but it defi¬ 
nitely wasn’t. 

It was not a star either, she said. 

“It just got bigger and brighter, you could¬ 
n’t help but notice it,” she said. 

“I can’t say whether it was a UFO or not, 
but it was something quite remarkable.” 


I Mexico City gridlocked by sightseers 
after hotel releases a dozen ‘UFOs’ 


3 

A FORMATION of unidentified 
• flying objects hovering over 
■O Mexico City’s Chapultepec 
c Park unleashed what one news - 

— paper called a “communal psy- 
c chosis" on Wednesday. Fbr four 
UJ hours, hundreds rushed out- 

- doors to gawp up and point. 

q Many gathered on rooftops 
or blocked streets. Radio sta- 
o tions spread the word about fly 
—i ing saucers and the four main 

- thoroughfares were gridlocked 
for hours as motorists craned 

uj their necks to see any ex- 
Q traterrestrial craft. 

More than a dozen shiny 
q. discs loitered, then swerved as 
LU excited Mexicans tracked their 
j“j progress between soaring cu- 

— mulus clouds in an unusually 
clear sky. Efraim Cruz, a 
tamale vendor, said: “To me 


By Jan McGirk 
in Mexico City 


they looked like distant silver 
sparks, and I only watched for 
a second.’’ 

This is a mile-high society in 
the tropics, which has 1 .000- 
year-old pyramids dedicated 
to the planets. A three-hour 
radio programme every Sunday 
recounts sightings of unearth 
ly visitors, and Chapultepec 
Park was reportedly the venue 
for flyovers in 1993 and 1997. 

The Secretary of Public 
Security and Mexican airport 
authorities eventually said the 
latest "visit" was a promo¬ 
tional stunt - a hotel had 
released clusters of enormous 
metallic balloons around 
lunchtime 


But Jaime Maussan, who 
documents UFO phenomena 
and hosts the radio show, said: 
“From 10am we received 
reports that various objects in 
the sky were assuming geo¬ 
metrical formations and they 
were captured in 15 videos. 
Around 1.30pm the balloons 
were released. This created 
confusion." 

Nasa reported a strong 
solar flare on Wednesday 
morning, capable of causing 
radio blackouts, which had fol¬ 
lowed two coronal mass ejec 
tions that sent huge clouds of 
electrified gas hurtling toward 
Earth at a speed of 2 million 
miles per hour. 

The United States space 
agency noted that the sun was 
at its peak of an ll-year cycle 


of activity, and the turbulent 
surface was rotating towards 
the centre. 

The US National Oceano¬ 
graphic and Atmospheric 
Administration, which predicts 
the effects of solar eruptions, 
said there was a 40 per cent 
chance that the peak of the 
cycle would trigger a disruption 
of the Earth’s magnetic field 
and create an aurora borealis 
- northern lights - reaching 
into the mid-lattitudes. much 
further south than normal. Sci 
entists predicted the celestial 
light shows might occur for 
two days more. 

But Jose Alfredo Diaz, 43. a 
pharmacist, said: “It’s 50-50 
those were really UFOs. Some 
moved up and down; others 
stood still. They were very high.' 
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FORTEANA NEWS 



^ LYNNE SIADKY / THE ASSOCIATE!* I'KK.s 

z Trimmer Dettor snorkels along the Bimini Road, an ancient, underwater arrangement of stones lhat 
some say leads to the lost city of Atlantis. The stones, which lie about five to six metres below the surface, 
have baffled natives, mystics and scientists for generations. 


MAIL TRIBUNE, Medford, OR - July 7, 2000 


Bigfoot sighting facies 


Lost city of Atlantis 
or just a pile of rocks? 


Interest in 

CAVE JUNCTION — Bigfoot’s 
15 minutes of fame seem to be 
over at the Oregon Caves Na¬ 
tional Monument. 

The flurry of media and 
Sasquatch sleuths that de¬ 
scended upon the monument in 
Josephine County died down 
Thursday, just two days after 
word hit the world that a Grants 
Pass psychologist said he spotted 
a Bigfoot while hiking a back- 
woods trail. 

“Today, there’s not a peep. Not 
a peep from anyone," said Super¬ 
intendent Craig Akerman. 
“That's probably the last we’ll 
hear of it.” 

Matthew Johnson said he en¬ 
countered a creature he is sure is 
Bigfoot while hiking the Big Tree 
Trail Saturday afternoon, after 
viewing the caves with his wife 
and three children. 

The family first smelled a foul 
odor, then heard guttural “whoa 


The Associated Press 

PORT ANGELES - Two re¬ 
searchers looking into reports of 
curious tracks on the Lower Hoh 
Indian Reservation have come to 
different conclusions about 
whether they might have been 
caused by Bigfoot. 

Dr. Jeffrey Meldrum, assistant 
professor of anatomy and biology 
at Idaho State University, conclud¬ 
ed there was not enough factual 
evidence to continue an investiga¬ 
tion. 

The other, self-proclaimed 
Bigfoot tracker Cliff Crook, be¬ 
lieves the evidence is so great he 


^ ^ I don’t think our 
visitation levels have been 
affected at all. Notone 
vistor commented to me or 
anyone here that they were 
here because of 
Bigfoot. ? > 

— Craig Akerman 

Oregon Caves supwintendent 


whoa” sounds from the woods 
along the trail. While off the trail 
relieving himself, Johnson saw 
what he maintains was a large 
and hairy creature darting from 
tree to tree and spying on his 
family, he said: 

Bigfoot researchers rushed to 
the area to investigate, and me- 


is headed back to gather more 
data. Crook, who was on the scene 
a day before Meldrum, said he 
found many clues leading him to 
believe the tracks were created by 
a Bigfoot, or Sasquatch, a large, 
hairy creature that has been re¬ 
ported around the world but is 
most closely identified with the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Crook estimates the animal on 
the Hoh Indian Reservation 
stands about 8 feet and has feet 17 
inches long and 7 inches wide. 

Crook, 59, is a co-editor of the 
journal Bigfoot Trails. He's a Big¬ 
foot tracker, a Sasquatch detec- 


dia from across the country tele¬ 
phoned the park service Tuesday 
and Wednesday to learn more 
about the case, Akerman said. 

By Thursday, the excitement 
had basically disappeared. 

“I don’t think our visitation 
levels have been affected at all,” 
Akerman said. “Not one visitor 
commented to me or anyone here 
that they were here because of 
Bigfoot." 

Had the researchers been suc¬ 
cessful in Finding and capturing 
Bigfoot at the caves, however, 
they would have run into some 
trouble with the law. 

You might be able to catch a 
Bigfoot on nearby Siskiyou Na¬ 
tional Forest land, but it’s illegal 
to capture a creature in Park Ser¬ 
vice territory. 

“If someone did that,” Aker¬ 
man said, "we'd have to arrest 
them.” 


tive, an assembler of some 400 
plaster footprints. He and his wife, 
Carol, teamed as technical advis¬ 
ers for the Bigfoot film, “Harry 
and the Hendersons.” 

Meldrum, who has studied the 
Bigfoot phenomenon for four 
years, sent a researcher out to 
investigate the area where Gene 
Sampson and Steven Penn first 
reported seeing tracks. Mel- 
drum's crew did a thorough search 
of the land, looking for any phys¬ 
ical signs of Bigfoot such as hair 
and footprints. 

"Our general take was that 
there was something going on on 
their properties, but it was not 
attributable to research of Bigfoot 
we have seen in the past,” Mel¬ 
drum said. 


Underwater site 
holds strong pull for 
psychics and mystics 

Tim Mi Donald 

NORTH BIMINI, BAHAMAS • 
A half-kilometre off Paradise 
Point, where the thin leaves of 
Australian pines wave in the 
southeasterly trade winds, lies an 
ancient, underwater arrange¬ 
ment of stones that has baffled 
natives, mystics and scientists for 
generations. 

Decades of both weird and real 
science have only served to inten¬ 
sify the mystery. 

They call it the Bimini Road and 
some say it leads to the lost city of 
Atlantis. 

Others say its simply a bunch of 
rocks. 

Arriving there recently, our skiff 
manoeuvres over a narrow open¬ 
ing in the reef that separates the 
Bahamian islands of North and 
South Bimini, heads briefly to¬ 
ward Florida and then darts 
north, skimming over water so 
clear it’s like floating atop a cush¬ 
ion of liquid air. 

Trimmer Dettor, a tanned 
American in his early 20s, slows 
the boat, throws an anchor off the 
bow and points to the ocean floor 
80 kilometres off the Florida 
coast. Six metres below the sur¬ 
face lie the stones, some as big as 
boulders. Most are rectangular in 
shape, and seem to be fitted to¬ 
gether, linked, as if for some pur¬ 
pose. They form two, roughly 
parallel lines, about 60 to 70 me¬ 
tres apart, facing southwest to 
northeast for a half-kilometre in 
the shape of the letter “J.” 

Ever since the American psychic 
Edgar Cayce almost 70 years ago 
predicted that signs of Atlantis 
would be found near Bimini, his 
followers and others have found 
reason to believe the “road" is 
clear evidence of the mystical 
place that first appeared in the 
writings of Plato. 

There are the mystics who on 
faith alone believe — but there 
are also those who think scientific 
evidence may point the way to an 
ancient civilization. 

Dettor has seen plenty of the 
first type. “1 take them out here all 
the time,” he says, squinting in 
the glare of a tropical morning. 

Some of the mystics don’t even 
want to go underwater, he says. 
They stay aboard with their crys¬ 
tals — the gemstones they use for 
healing and divination. 

Bill Keefe, who owns and oper 
ates the only dive shop in Alice 
Town, estimates 300 to 400 peo¬ 
ple pass through his shop each 
year on their way to the Bimini 
Road (not counting those who 
come on U.S.-based charters). 
“We’ve seen some things most 
people would find very strange,” 
Keefe says, including a group of 
gay mystics with snake skin in a 
decorative box, who sat in a circle 
and chanted, then jumped in the 
water. Or the group that startled 
Keefe by pulling out black onyx 
skulls before exploring the site. 

Belief in the existence of At¬ 
lantis incorporates both the sci¬ 
entific and the fantastic. Scien¬ 
tists who believe rock formations 
and artifacts — both in the Ba¬ 
hamas and in other parts of the 
world — point to civilizations 
more ancient than presently be¬ 
lieved are wary of using the actual 
word Atlantis. 

For centuries, various theories 
by the mystical, quasi-scientific 
and just plain odd have claimed 
that evidence of a lost continent 
— submerged in a cataclysm 
when the Ice Age ended — lies 
scattered over vast regions of the 
ocean floor and in remote comers 
of the Earth, including Egypt, 


Antarctica, the Greek island of 
Crete, Bolivia and other parts of 
South America. 

The Bimini Road part of the de¬ 
bate dates back to the 1930s, 
when Cayce went into a hypnotic 
trance and predicted evidence 
would be found near the island in 
the 1960s. 

As the date neared, so did the 
searches for Atlantis, and several 
private pilots reported seeing 
what appeared to be a man-made 
anomaly in the waters off Bimini. 

In the 1970s, David Zink, an am¬ 
ateur geologist who was formerly 
an English professor at the U.S. 
Air Force Academy, took samples 
of the stones to a Houston psy¬ 
chic, who concluded they were 
part of fallen pillars from a sacred 
temple built around 28,000 BC. 
The temple was built primarily by 
Atlanteans, Zink concluded, and 
their subcontractors were aliens 
from the star cluster Pleiades. 

More scientific expeditions have 
been conducted in the area with 
inconclusive results. Skeptics say 
the Bimini Road is a natural for¬ 
mation of native beachrock and, 
indeed, seemingly similar forma¬ 
tions can be found along the 
shorelines of North and South Bi¬ 
mini. 

Others have suggested the rocks 
are ballast dumped from sailing 
ships. 

“Most of the skeptics I have read 
are of the Atlantis is impossible’ 
variety, and have never done any 
exploration in the area at all,” says 
Doug Richards, a geologist who 
has carried out research and writ¬ 
ten papers for the Meridian Insti¬ 
tute, a Virginia Beach, Va., orga¬ 
nization that sponsors research 
into the connection between 
mind and body. “I think that most 
likely it is a natural formation, 
but neither side of the debate has 
done the work necessary to prove 
it one way or the other.” 

Richards says at least part of the 
Bimini Road may be man-made. 

“For example, there are large 
stones balanced on top of smaller 
stones,” he says. “Beachrock does 
not form that way naturally, so if 
it is beachrock, it appears to have 
been moved by humans. There is 
also a circle of stones that looks 
nothing like a natural beachrock 
formation.” 

Most Bimini natives seem on 
the skeptical side, although Ash¬ 
ley Saunders, a 40-year-old poet, 
philosopher and head of the Bi¬ 
mini Historical Society, says this 
was not always so. 

“In the old days, that area was 
always a mysterious place,” says 
Saunders, taking a break from 
building a new house. “We knew 
about those stones long before 
any mystics or psychics or scien¬ 
tists. We thought it might be a 
sacred site where God inspired 
man or God himself lived. We 
didn’t fool around with it. We 
thought of it more as a place of 
worship. 

“Today, not many people here 
are interested in it." 

Some are interested enough in 
the tourist potential. 

Tourists and natives alike drink 
Atlantis Spring Water — “Tapped 
from beneath the historical 
sounds of Bimini, where lies the 
‘Lost City of Atlantis.’ ” 

Nor does the Bahamian gov¬ 
ernment discourage such belief. 
It has invested heavily in the 
US$800-million Atlantis Resort 
near the capital, Nassau — 
which features an Atlantis mu¬ 
seum — by offering tax breaks 
and other concessions. 

The Associated Press 
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Two differ on Bigfoot tracks 

Not enough evidence found vs. there’s plenty 
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In the Woods 

McCamaA 



DAILY OKLAHOMAN, Oklahoma City, OK - Aug. 8, 2000 

Bigfoot’s ’70s reputation 
hinders serious research 


BEWARE THE OGUA 


I first heard of the Ogua years ago from 
an old timer, from the northeast part of 
our wonderful state. Then while reading, 
I happened across the story again and 
learned more about this creature, but 
thought little more about it till this past 
year. Recently, I have heard troubling 
tales from anglers on the Guyandotte 
River. 

Ogua, also known as Agou or Agua, 
supposedly is a creature reported to 
weigh around 500#, 20 ft. in length with 
a long tail. Amphibious in nature, it 
lurks in the underwater caves or under 
bridges during the day, but ventures onto 
land after dark. There it lies motionless 
in wait along deer paths near the water 
where deer come to drink. After 
capturing these poor animals with its 
long and powerful tail, it drags them into 
the water and drowns them before 
consuming its prey. 

The Monongahela River is supposed to be 
the home of this water monster, but it is 
not hard to imagine them being able to 
migrate to other parts of our state 
considering the vast number of 
waterways. Originating as an Indian 
legend to frighten their children from 
venturing near the deep and wide river 
they lived near, the great Monongahela. 
Ogua were very common in past centuries 
according to folk-lore and transcripts of 
letters sent home to England from early 
settlers. Reports of killing these 
creatures were common in these letters as 
means to impress their relatives back 
home. One story I read in the magazine 
WONDERFUL WEST VIRGINIA, 
reported that in the late 1700’s, a group 
of men killed one with clubs after 
weighing it and found it to be 444#. 
Folks, I live along the banks of the 
Guyandotte River and fish it often, I 
think 1 will do a little more light shining 
the next time a ’tree’ falls into the water. 

Recently, a friend of mine told me aliout 
sighting a large creature near Fall Creek, 
where the old dam was supposed to have 
been years ago. He stated he first 
supposed it to be a deer crossing the 
river, bu just as it went out of his sight, 
its neck seemed to stretch to an almost 
impossible length. He also said he was 
very quick in vacating the area. The hair 
on his neck stood up so hard he told me 
be thought they were going to jump off 


By Peter Hartlaub 

San Francisco Examiner 

SIX RIVERS NATIONAL 
FOREST, Calif. — Researchers 
trying to legitimize the search 
for Bigfoot have a mortal en¬ 
emy, more fearsome than any 
grizzly bear or armed wilder¬ 
ness hermit: the 1970s. 

Think back to comic books. 
Monster trucks. Lee Majors in 
a polyester suit. 

Reports of giant hairy bipeds 
walking across the Pacific 
Northwest and parts of Canada 
go back nearly 200 years. 
American Indians have passed 
on stories about the man-ape 
creature for generations. 

But Bigfoot’s celebrity status 
is relatively new. That fame 
peaked during five tacky years 
from 1975 to 1980, when Bigfoot 
was as A-list as Burt Reynolds 
and Sally Field. 

“It was a cartoon,” said Matt 
Moneymaker, president of the 
Bigfoot Field Researchers Or¬ 
ganization. "People used to 
say, ‘I saw Bigfoot’ like they 
would say, ‘I saw Batman.’ ’’ 

BFRO members, like others 
trying to collect evidence of 
Bigfoot. believe their jobs 
would be easier if history were 
a little nicer to the creature. 

Interest in Bigfoot renewed 
when Oregon psychologist 
Matthew Johnson said he saw 
it in July during a hike with 
his family. Since then, the 
BFRO and Johnson say, people 
have come forward who had 
been holding back their stories 
because they feared ridicule. 

The name “Bigfoot" was first 
used by journalists in 1958, 
after taxidermist Bob Titmus 
made plaster cast footprints of 
creatures rumored to be wan¬ 
dering deep in the Six Rivers 
National Forest in Northern 
California. 

The most famous sighting 
came in 1967, when Roger Pat¬ 
terson and Robert Gimlin 
filmed 24 feet of who-knows- 
what walking near Bluff Creek 
in Six Rivers. 

While it was debated 
whether that film is a hoax, 
journalists took a scientific ap¬ 
proach to the claims of Titmus 
and Patterson and Gimlin. 


The change came in the mid- 
1970s, when supermarket tab¬ 
loids made the creature their 
poster boy, coming out with "I 
Had Bigfoot’s Son!” type sto¬ 
ries. The Hollywood marketing 
machine took over after that. 

Among the sightings: Bigfoot 
fought Majors on TV’s “Six 
Million Dollar Man” during 
five episodes in 1976 and 1977. 
He faced “The Incredible 
Hulk” in 1979, although the 
end of the show portrayed Big¬ 
foot a hoax. In 1978, the Marvel 
Comics “X-Men” introduced a 
Bigfoot-like character called 
“Sasquatch.” And at a Denver 
car show in 1979, construction 
contractor Bob Chandler put 
Bigfoot’s name on a jacked-up 
pickup, creating history’s first 
“monster truck” show. 

Moneymaker said the BFRO 
often hears from people who 
say they saw a Bigfoot in the 
1970s and didn’t tell a soul for 
20 years. “To be branded crazy 
and a liar — that's something 
really hard to live with in a 
small town,” Moneymaker 
said. “So they keep it secret." 

Over the past two decades, 
Bigfoot believers with theories 
grounded in science have been 
getting air time. Leonard Ni- 
moy went “In Search Of . . .” 
Bigfoot in a popular episode of 
that 1980s television series. An 
A&E cable network documen¬ 
tary came out in 1994, taking a 
serious look into the myth, fo¬ 
cusing on Peter Byrne, whose 
Bigfoot Research Project was 
financed for a while by a group 
that supports scientific study 
outside the mainstream. 


Most recently, the Internet 
has made it easy for Bigfoot 
believers to share stories. On 
dozens of sites, sightings and 
theories are exchanged in com¬ 
plete anonymity. 

Some are far-out 
merchandise-oriented groups, 
but most seem at least partly 
grounded in research. The 
largest group appears to be the 
BFRO, which has an on-line 
list of reports from every state 
except Connecticut, Delaware, 
Rhode Island and Hawaii. 

NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE 
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Sounds like Nessie 

AN international team of monster-hunters began a 
search for the most famous and elusive resident of 
Loch Ness this week, using an underwater micro¬ 
phone designed to detect Soviet nuclear subs. 

Swedish hunter Jan Sundberg is a veteran of 25 
years of scouring murky waters across the world. 

Even though the Loch Ness monster has the biggest 
reputation of them all, he is in the market merely for 
noises from the depths of Britain’s largest lake. 

“We’re not here for photos. Nobody trusts them any 
more — they are too easy to fake,’* Mr Sundberg said. 

“We heard a large swooshing sound on the hydro¬ 
phone last time we were here. It sounded like a big 
animal with large flippers moving through the water. 

“We are looking to get more of that.” 


SUN. Vancouver, B.C., Canada - Nov. 9, 2000 CR: G. Conway 

THAT’S MR. SASQUATCH TO YOU 


1, over the past few months have heard 
several tales that have gotten me to 
wondering, could one of these legendary 
creatures have made it into our nearby 
rivers? Perhaps last year’s drought forced 
it (or them?) to search out new haunts? 
Have you seen or heard unusual things on 
a trip to the Guyandotte or other lx>dv of 
water that you can’t explain? If so. report 
to me, also I would be very interested in 
pictures if any of you good folks were 
lucky enough to get one without being 
eaten in the process. 1 kind of ho|»e there 
is an Ogua in our area, supposedly they 
are very good eating. Tastes like chicken 
is what I hear, and folks. 1 just love 
chicken! 


CR: B Cater 



An impression found in a muddy area 
by the side of the road in southern 
Washington state is being described 
as the first documented body imprint 
of a Sasquatch. 
The imprint is 
supposed to be 
a large animal's 
left forearm, 
hip. thigh and heel. 
It was discovered in late 
September in Gifford Pinchot Na- 
tional Forest by a group that includ¬ 
ed researchers from the Bigfoot Feld 
Researcher's Organization and a tele¬ 
vision crew from the Discovery Chan¬ 
nel. According to Jeff Meldrum associ¬ 
ate professor of anatomy and anthro¬ 
pology at Idaho State University, the re¬ 
searchers were actively trying to find a 
Bigfoot. our American cousin's name 
for Sasquatch. They tned a thermal im¬ 
ager and animal calls without success 
and. then, one night, at about 2:30 
a.m., they planted some fruit by the 
side of the road. Next morning they re¬ 
turned to the spot and someone said 
they saw an image in the mud. Fortu¬ 
nately. the expedition members had 
90 kgs of plaster on hand and were 
able to make a cast of the image. (City 
Limits looked at the image on the In¬ 


ternet and could not make head nor 
tail of it but perhaps that's because of 
City Limits' limited imagination.) 
Sasquatch hunters are excited by the 
find. “It is by no means definitive 
proof." Meldrum said from Pocatello. 
Idaho. “It is one more piece. It is a sig¬ 
nificant find because of its unusual 
characteristics." 

Among the excit- ££ 

ing evidence is a 
single strand of 

hair, believed to It is one more 
be from some piece.ltisa 
kind of primate, significant find 
Alas, Meldrum because of its 

said, researchers unusual 

are unable to do characteristics 

DNA testing on 
the hair. But they ■■ 

are trying to look ” 

for DNA evidence 

on traces of saliva that may be left on 
the uneaten bits of fruit. For Meldrum. 
the print of the elongated heel show¬ 
ing unusual skin ridge patterns, com¬ 
parable to fingerprints, is particularly 
exciting. Could the whole thing be a 
hoax? “That's always a chance," he 
said. “We’ll never know for sure short 
of finding a specimen in our hands. 
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IN SEARCH Or SASQUATCH 



Gene Sampson lays down Sunday on the Hoh Tribal Reservation in a flattened grassy 
area that he says he believes is a Bigfoot resting spot. The location is one of several that 
Sampson and tracker Fred Bradshaw contend have yielded evidence of the creature. 


Hoax or not, man hot 
on the trail of Bigfoot 


BY DARREN SAMUELSOHN 

THE OLYMPIAN 

HOH INDIAN RESERVA¬ 
TION — Gene Sampson has 
his eyes on the woods, and he 
thinks the woods are staring 
back. 

For three weeks, the 44- 
year-old former commercial 
fisherman, former Hoh Indi¬ 
an tribal chairman and per¬ 
petual journeyman says he’s 
been on the trail of three 
Sasquatch, the elusive and gi¬ 
ant ape-like creatures that 
some believe roam the world. 


Sampson’s findings have 
believers and disbelievers 
weighing in on a timeless de¬ 
bate that has survived into the 
21st century. Web sites devot¬ 
ed to Sasquatch, also known 
as Bigfoot, are claiming tens of 
thousands of Internet hits a 
day. 

For many, Sasquatch still 
inhabits the same mythologi¬ 
cal world as the UFO and the 
Loch Ness Monster. 

For others, it lives in the 
woods. 



Steve Bloom/The Olympian 

Crossed sticks are a method 
used by Bigfoot to mark 
trails, according to Sampson 
and Bradshaw. 


Big facts 

Bigfoot is also 
known as 
Sasquatch 
(derived from a 
Salish Indian 
word), Yeren 
(China), Yeti 
(Himalayas), 

Alma (Eastern 
China and 
Mongolia) and 
Yowie (Indonesia 
and Australia). 

■ Height: 6 to 
8 1/2 feet. 

■ Footprints: 
Range in size 
form 12 to 22 
inches. 

■ Population: 

Some say 
around 2,000 
live in the 
Pacific 

Northwest and 
10,000 in the 
United States. 

Books 

■ “Bigfoot 
Sasquatch 
Evidence” by 

Grover Krantz. 
(Hancock 
House, 1999) 

■ “Where 
Bigfoot 
Walks: 
Crossing the 
Dark Divide” 
by Robert 
Michael Pyle. 
(Houghton 
Mifflin Co, 
1997.) 

■ “The Field 
Guide to 
Bigfoot, Yeti 
and Other 
Mystery 
Primates 
Worldwide” 
by Loren 
Coleman and 
Patrick 

Huyghe. (Avon 
Books, 1999.) 

■ “Field Guide 
to the 
Sasquatch” 

by The 
Society of 
Cryptozoology 
and David 
George 
Gordon. 
(Sasquatch 
Books, 1992.) 


I ruin culler the African ape or the 
orangutan, said Krantz. 

The former theory says that 
around 5 million years ago, when 
one branch of the African ape 
stood on two feet, they soon after 
divided into two groups and some 
got smarter (humans), while oth¬ 
ers grew bigger (Bigfoot.) The 
orangutan theory, meanwhile, says 
that 4 million years ago, the mam¬ 
mal stood on two legs and be¬ 
came the first in a long line of 
Sasquatch. 

Robert Walls, an anthropolo¬ 
gist and folklorist from eastern 
Pennsylvania says that Bigfoot is 
a myth that evolved out of tail- 
tale loggers. 

“It seems to be a way of kind of 
re-enchanting the wild forests that 
were out there and were starting 
to disappear,” he said. “They were 
putting logging roads in areas 
where they never had them be¬ 
fore. (Bigfoot) somehow makes 
the area wild when in fact it was¬ 
n’t as wild as people are used to it 
being.” 

While Bradshaw cites Bigfoot 
evidence dating back to colonial 
America and 18th and 19th centu¬ 
ry expedition by Lewis and Clark, 
the First large-scale reports ap¬ 
peared on Bigfoot in 1958. 

Logger Jerry Crew was pictured 
in newspapers nationwide that 
year holding up a large footprint 
cast found in a remote area at 
Bluff Creek, which is about 300 
miles north of San Francisco. 

The First Film footage of what 
some say is Bigfoot came in 1967, 
when Roger Patterson and Robert 
Gimlin of Yakima set off on horse¬ 
back in the Six Rivers National 
Forest in northern California. The 
Film shows a female creature walk¬ 
ing along a streambed, looking 
toward the camera and then mov¬ 
ing off into the woods. 

In the more than 30 years since 
the film first appeared, its au¬ 
thenticity has been pried and 
poked by both Bigfoot doubters 
and believers. 

Crooks committed treason in 
some circles when he said last 
year that a computer enhance¬ 
ment showed that the Film was a 
fraud. 

Krantz, meanwhile, is among 
many who continue to defend the 
Film. 

“I went through it, frame by 
frame, measuring everything I 
could on it... what the body pro¬ 
portions were ... and I can state 
flatly that there is no human being 
alive who could Fit into a costume 
with the dimensions that are 
shown there,” he said. 

The debate continues 

According to Walls, Bigfoot is¬ 
n’t as big of a phenomenon as it 
once was. Today’s stories are 
coming from people interested 
in writing books on the subject 
and are unfamiliar with bear 


prints or likely to believe ill some¬ 
thing that has been faked, the 
folklorist said. 

"People who know the woods 
don’t seem to be saying this kind 
of stuff anymore.” he said. 

But according to tiv BFRO. 
Bigfoot is alive, well and migrat¬ 
ing throughout the world. 

The organization claims it gets 
30,000 and 50,000 website hits a 
day, which includes 10 sightings a 
day that are both recent and date 
back to the 1970s. 

Indeed, the latest Bigfoot in¬ 
formation is bouncing around in 
cyberspace at a rapid pace, which 
to some is a sign of closing in on 
the creature. 

“The Internet is going to be 
our vehicle to Find the answer to 
this phenomenon, absolutely,” 
says John Freitas, a 45-year old 
BFRO investigator and Del Norte, 
Calif., welfare and fraud investi¬ 
gator. “Instead of days, weeks, 
months and years after a sighting 
happens, I can be at a location in 
under 18 hours. It opens just 
everything else up.” 

Indeed, the debate rages on. 
And in more ways than one. Big¬ 
foot investigators are divided on 
whether or not to shoot the crea¬ 
ture if anyone finds one. Krantz, 
for one, believes it’s the only way 
to Finally end the argument. 

“No one is going to pass a law 
to create a Sasquatch reserve, or 
send out the Jane Goodall clones 
until you prove it,” Krantz said. 

“You can’t prove it without a 
body and the only way to get a 
body is to shoot one.” 

Crooks, meanwhile, passes out 
business cards that say “Peace¬ 
ful Pursuit.” 

Watching from the sidelines 
are people not involved in the 
immediate pursuit yet intrigued 
with Finding an answer. 

Doug Zimmer, a U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service information spe¬ 
cialist in Lacey, grew up on the 
Flathead Indian Reservation in 
western Montana. Zimmer re¬ 
members how some of his neigh¬ 
bors believeo that Bigfoot would 
visit if you talked about him after 
dark. 

Living there, it’s given him a 
unique perspective on the big 
question of fact or Fiction. 

“When you’ve been there that 
long on the ground and your fam¬ 
ily has been there for thousands 
of years, maybe we as newcomers, 
as scientists and people who live 
in cities don’t know everything,” 
he says. 

“Me, I won’t say such a crea¬ 
ture does exist and I won’t say 
such a creature doesn’t exist. I’ll 
wait until someone shows me a 
good picture or some good in¬ 
formation.” 

Darren Samuelsohn covers 
outdoors for The Olympian. He 
can be reached at 704-6871. 


‘They’ve got a great disguise,” 
says Grover Krantz, a retired 
Washington State University an¬ 
thropology professor who is con¬ 
vinced Bigfoot exists. "Their worst 
threat is humans, and most hu¬ 
mans think they don’t exist. What 
could be neater?” 

Sampson said he believed Big¬ 
foot existed even before he found 
what he says are some 17 evidence 
sites in and around the Lower 
Hoh Indian Reservation on the 
remote west side of the Olympic 
Peninsula. His tribe, like many 
others in the PaciFic Northwest, 
share the story of Bigfoot with lit¬ 
tle children as a way to keep them 
indoors and safe at night. 

But now Sampson is on his own 
quest to meet the Sasquatch fam¬ 
ily that, he says, is leaving mam¬ 
moth footprints, arranging sticks 
in X-shaped special codes, bed¬ 
ding down in tall grass along the 
Hoh River, eating berries and put¬ 
ting tree limbs “higher than any 
bear could throw.” 

Since mid-June, Sampson has 
been guiding visitors, investigators 
and others around the reserva¬ 
tion and along U.S. Highway 101. 
Last weekend, he took Fred Brad¬ 
shaw, a Bigfoot tracker from Elma, 
into sites in his wooded backyard 
where young tribal children play 
and older kids often sneak to 
smoke cigarettes. 

“Either I’m tracking Bigfoot, 
the three biggest bears or a gang 
of pranksters, but one way or an¬ 
other I’m catching up to them,” 


Sampson said. 

A skeptical Sasquatch inves¬ 
tigative team from the British Co¬ 
lumbia-based Bigfoot Field Re¬ 
searchers Organization has looked 
into Sampson’s claims. 

After visiting the reservation 
for a few hours, the BFRO team 
concluded the sites were unusu¬ 
al but lacked the earmarks of oth¬ 
er Sasquatch sites. 

Sampson was displeased with 
the BFRO’s doubts and the dis¬ 
missal of his Findings by area fed¬ 
eral Bureau of Indian Affairs ofFi- 
cials. 

Sampson, who kept the BFRO 
team from seeing all of his sites, 
says the crew based its conclu¬ 
sion on partial evidence. 

Cliff Crooks, meanwhile, has 
also been on the scene. The 59- 
year-old from Bothell is a lifelong 
Bigfoot tracker who is known to 
be as elusive as the creature he’s 
chasing, disappearing into the 
woods for days in search of clues. 

Crooks has been on Sasquatch’s 
tracks since 1956, amassing more 
than 400 plaster footprints and, 
with his wife Carol, serving as 
technical adviser for the 1987 Big¬ 
foot Film “Harry and the Hender¬ 
sons.” 

Last weekend, Crooks was 
decked in Bigfoot’s favorite color 
— black — and was seen zooming 
around the reservation in his red 
BMW, each time returning to 
Sampson’s home with a new foot¬ 
print casting or a couple of hairs 
that he’d stored in a plastic Zi- 


Web sites 

■ Bigfoot Field Researchers 

Organization. The site to 
report a Sasquatch sighting: 
www.bfro.net. 

■ Bigfoot Central; 

www.angelfire.com/biz.bigfo 

otcentral. 

ploc baggy for future DNA testing. 

He was particularly thrilled on 
Saturday with an envelope that 
contained warm and odorous 
droppings believed to come from 
the Sasquatch’s nether regions. 

“The amount of trails here and 
other Bigfoot-suspected signs 
would take many men years to 
fabricate and which nature’s ele¬ 
ments would have erased within 
a matter of weeks,” Crooks wrote 
of his investigation in a one-page 
“Sasquatch File Report.” 

Patience and trust, Sampson 
says, will have the final say in 
whether or not Sasquatch hunters 
ever get a glimpse of Bigfoot. 

“If there’s any truth to what I’ve 
gotten, then we’ll wait,” he said. 
“It’s being solved in Mother Na¬ 
ture’s way.” 

Phenomenal evolution 

Some say Bigfoot has roots in 
evolution while others believe the 
creature originated in the imagi¬ 
nation of loggers. 

If you believe in Sasquatch, 
then you’d probably subscribe to 
theories that the creature came 
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Monster hunters set trap 
for Nessie’s cousin 


Reuters 
OSLO. NORWAY 

An international team of monster 
hunters unveiled a giant trap Wednes¬ 
day for catching a fabled serpent, re¬ 
puted to be a cousin of Scotland’s Loch 
Ness monster, in a lake in southern 
Norway. 

“This is the First serpent trap of its 
kind in the world,” said Jan Sundberg, 
a Swede leading a team of 12 hunters. 

The three-metre-long tube-shaped 
trap, comprising a metal frame with 
nylon netting, will be lowered into 
Seljord lake in southern Norway. It 
will contain live whiteFish for bait to 
catch an elusive beast known as Selma. 

“The trap is adapted from a Fish trap 
for eels. If anything up to about six me¬ 
tres long swims in one end, the open¬ 
ing closes and it won’t be able to get 
out," said Sundberg, a veteran of sev¬ 
eral inconclusive high-tech scans of 
the murky lake. 

For two weeks, the team will dangle 

CR: W. 


the cage in the lake, about 160 kilome¬ 
tres southwest of Oslo, at depths of 30 
to 100 metres, near where sightings of 
the monster have been reported. 

Two biologists at the University of 
Oslo were ready to fly down by heli¬ 
copter and take tests if the trap works. 
“We’ll take a DNA sample, document 
the serpent and then release it into the 
lake," he said. “We will be very carefui 
not to hurt it.” 

Experts on land would try to track 
unexplained movements underwater 
with hydraphones and sonars. 

Sundberg said the team recorded 
whale-like noises during a visit in 
1999 . “We’d be disappointed if we 
don’t get some kind of result this time 
... the only evidence scientists would 
accept is a dead or a live serpent." 

The beast was First spotted around 
1750 , and most accounts agree it looks 
like a serpent with the head of an elk or 
a horse. Seljord is a town of about 1,500 
people at the head of the picturesque 
lake, about 15 kilometres long. 

Benedict 
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Associated Press photo 

Earl Whitstine poses in Cotton Island with a plaster cast of a footprint taken from the site last month where he said he saw 
Bigfoot. ‘The guy with Wildlife and Fisheries said someone wets playing a prank on me,’ Whitstine said. ‘People have made fun 
of me, but they didn’t see what I saw.’ Whitstine’s father was part of a Bigfoot hoax in the 1970s. 


Many in central La. fear Bigfoot 


By CAIN BURDEAU 

Associated Press writer 


Bigfoot has been the talk of the diner in the lit¬ 
tle western Louisiana town of Zwolle since word 
got out that Hosea Remedies sighted a hairy 
monster a month ago. 

“Customers kept on talking about it and talk¬ 
ing about it. so I told them I’d start serving a 
Bigfoot burger,” said Sharon Leone Pearce, 
manager of Bill and Sissy’s Diner. 

That lasted but one day. Some customers did¬ 
n’t find it funny to see their fears about a lurk¬ 
ing beast posted as a joke. 

Bigfoot is no laughing matter to some folks in 
the bayous of central Louisiana, where there 
have been four sightings this summer and some 
parents are keeping their children indoors. 
Some older people are so .scared that they’ve 
given up the evening feeding of farm animals. 

Sheriff’s deputies and wildlife officials say it’s 
the work of pranksters, but logger Earl Whit¬ 
stine isn’t backing off his account of a hairy, 
foul-smelling beast. 

“People have made fun of me." he said, "but 
they didn’t see what 1 saw" 

Whitstine and another logger said they spot¬ 
ted the creature Aug. 25 in some cypress 


swamps called Boggy Bayou, near Cotton Island 
about 20 miles from Alexandria. 

That report prompted Larry Satcher, a fisher¬ 
man. to say he had come across a similar beast 
in those same woods a few weeks earlier. 

Then 74-year-old Remedies came forward 
with his own month-old sighting, a clear 100 
miles away from Cotton Island, on the other side 
of the state, in Sabine Parish. He said he was 
mowing his lawn when the hairy Bigfoot ap¬ 
peared. 

Now, landowners around Zwolle are wonder¬ 
ing if this doesn’t explain some hogs that were 
killed these past months. 

Allen Rivers, Zwolle’s assistant mayor, said a 
couple of his hogs were killed by “something out 
there that’s dangerous, that has some pretty big 
claws and pretty big teeth." 

Bigfoot? Wild cat? Hungry black bear? 
Retired game warden Steve Malik said he’d 
surely like to bag a Bigfoot. 

"God dang, everyone has seen it. why can’t I?" 

Capt. Bryan Poston of the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries said the 
hysteria has gotten way out of hand. 

“As far as I’m concerned, any Bigfoot sighting 
is a hoax." he said. "I deal in facts, and until I am 
shown facts, I will not give them am credibili¬ 


ty’* 

Still, hundreds of folks visiting Mary Ward’s 
bait shop in Cotton Island in Rapides Parish 
hardly talk about anything else. Her son Joe was 
one of the loggers who say they saw the leg¬ 
endary creature. 

Since then, the Wards have sold tickets and 
Bigfoot T-shirts to those who stop to gawk at 16 
massive tracks on her Cotton Island land. 

On Wednesday, LSU lab tests of hair taken 
from the Cotton Island sighting revealed it was 
from a horse, and Rapides Parish sheriff’s 
deputies formally closed their investigation — 
without classifying it a hoax. 

The Cotton Island sightings echo a similar 
sighting 25 years ago, when Whitstine’s father 
and a friend made a plywood Bigfoot footprint 
and laid down giant tracks in the woods. 

The prank was exposed and was largely for¬ 
gotten until this summer, but Whitstine insists 
this sighting is for real. 

So does Satcher, the fisherman in Boggy 
Bayou: “I know what I saw. and it was no man in 
a suit." 

On the Internet 
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New quest to probe legend of Ogopogo 


There’s a $2-miIlion prize 
for anyone who can prove 
there really is a lake monster. 

By SUZANNE Wll.TON 
KELOWNA — It was Oct. 17, 
1978 and precisely 12:45 p.m. 

Bill Steciuk was on his way to 
work, crossing the floating 
bridge that connects Westbank 
to downtown Kelowna, when 
he glanced to the right and saw 
something emerge from the 
waters of Lake Okanagan. 

“I distinctly saw three humps 
and what I thought was a head 
coming out of the water,” recalls 
a grinning Stcciuk. 

The image of w'hat he be¬ 
lieves was the elusive Ogopogo 
lake monster is ns fresh in Ste 
ciuk’s mind today as it was 22 


years ago. 

Now, he wants to prove what 
he saw was the serpent-like 
creature said to have lurked in 
the depths of Lake Okanagan 
for more than 100 years. 

For the next three weeks, he 
plans to look for the beast using 
three different kinds of sonar 
and an underwater camera 
mounted on a remote operat¬ 
ing vehicle similar to the one 
used to examine the Titanic. 

It’s a dream that could also 
pay dividends. A local tourism 
bureau is offering $2 million to 
the first person to provide in¬ 
disputable proof that the mon¬ 
ster exists. 

The proof must include pho¬ 
tographic evidence and an orig¬ 
inal negative showing the mis 


pected Ogopogo as a minimum 
of seven metres in length. All 
evidence, which must be sub¬ 
mitted before the contest ends 
Sept. 1, 2001, will be reviewed 
and verified by a group of cryp¬ 
tozoologists. 

Steciuk’s story is just one of 
hundreds chronicled over the 
years, most of them in a book by 
local author and Ogopogo ex¬ 
pert Arlene Gaal, who has dedi¬ 
cated much of her life to verify¬ 
ing sightings of what she calls 
USOs — unidentified swim¬ 
ming objects. 

Gaal, who says she saw the 
creature herself more than two 
decades ago, researched the lo- 
eal Chamber of Commerce 
archives and found reports of 
sightings as far back as 1860. 


Before the white settlers ar¬ 
rived, an Indian tribe here both 
revered and feared a sacred 
creature they called N’ha-a-itk. 

Steciuk assembled a volun¬ 
teer crew of Kelowna residents 
and secured sponsorship to 
fund the expedition, which was 
initially budgeted at about 
$400,000. He won’t reveal the 
final figure. 

California based Interphase 
Technologies provided thou¬ 
sands of dollars worth of sonar 
equipment to scan the bottom of 
the lake, while Kelowna-based 
CAN PRO Diving has provided 
the ROV camera. A film compa¬ 
ny, Tripod Films and Video Pro¬ 
ductions. is chronicling the expe¬ 
dition for a documentary. 

< ulyary Herald 


Monster 
hurdles 
remain at 
Loch Ness 

Underwater mikes 
used to detect 
fabled serpent. 

By Ed Cropley 

Reuter 

LOCH NESS, Scotland 

— An international team of 
monster hunters have began a 
search for the most famous 
and elusive resident of Loch 
Ness, using an underwater 
microphone designed to 
detect Soviet nuclear subs. 

Sounds high-tech? 

Sure, but it shows life is 
not what it used to be for 
stalkers of the weird and won¬ 
derful, where credibility is 
frequently as slippery a catch 
as fabulous creatures. 

In August, Swedish hunter 
Jan Sundberg trawled a Nor¬ 
wegian lake with a giant trap 
in an attempt to net “Selma,” a 
fabled serpent reputed to be a 
distant cousin of Nessie. 

The world’s media looked 
on avidly, only for Sundberg 
and his crew to return to 
shore monsterless. 

A veteran of 25 years 
scouring murky waters across 
the world, Sundberg has 
banned the word “monster” 

— he favors “unknown ani¬ 
mal” — and scaled back his 
ambitions. 

Even though the Loch 
Ness Monster has the biggest 
reputation of them all, he is in 
the market merely for noises 
from the depths of Britain’s 
largest lake. 

“We’re not here for photos. 
Nobody trusts them anymore 

— they are too easy to fake,” 
Sundberg said shortly before 
donning the headphones of 
the adapted submarine listen¬ 
ing device lent to him by the 
Norwegian navy. 

“We heard a large swoosh¬ 
ing sound on the hydrophone 
last time we were here, tr 
sounded like a big animal 
with large flippers moving 
through the water. We are 
looking to get more of that ” 
he said. 

Hi* five-man Anglo* 
Swedish amateur team can 
then check the sounds against 
library recording* of large 
eels, fish and seals and see if 
they have hit on something 
new. 

Sundberg hunts with the 
blessing of the handful of 
Jo cals who live along the 
shores of Loch Ness, a 35 -mile 
long, 750 feet deep freshwater 
lake. 

The monster is one of 
Scotland’s most celebrated 
offspring and lures thousands 
of visitors from Tokyo to Tel 
Aviv to the Scottish High 1 - 
lands, a remote and impover¬ 
ished area whose economy fc 
highly dependent on tourism. 

St. Columba, the holy man 
attributed with first bringing 
Christianity to Scotland, was 
the first to clash with a fear^ 
some lake beast in 565 A.D. 

Nessie has since appeared 
variously in hoaxed photos 
as a multicoiled sea serpent 
or a long-necked aquatic 
dinosaur. 
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